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Dr Fong Yun-wah is Chairman of the Hip Shing Hong Group of Companies and his two family foundations:
the Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation and the Fong’s Family Foundation. Born in Heyuan, Guangdong, Dr Fong came
to Hong Kong when he was five years old. He was forced to leave school when Japanese occupation of Hong Kong
began in 1941.That year he was attending junior secondary school. Very much influenced by his late father, Mr Fong
Shu-chuen, Dr Fong has a strong passion for helping others, particularly in educating under-privileged children from
needy families with the hope of lifting them from poverty. Reflecting on his belief and commitment to support
education, he said, "The promotion of education is a long term undertaking. My work today is like the sowing of
seeds for the future. The impact of education is not confined to the existing generation, but never-ending."

The Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation was established by Mr Fong Shu-chuen in 1970 as a charitable organisation
to support education and technological development, cultural exchanges, health care and disaster relief efforts in
Hong Kong and Mainland China. Dr Fong Yun-wah has followed the footsteps of his father in setting up his own
Fong’s Family Foundation. In China alone, The Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation and the Fong’s Family Foundation
have so far set up Hope Projects at 97 schools, including 12 kindergartens, 58 primary schools, and 27 secondary
schools, as well as numerous libraries at other primary and secondary schools, and industrial and vocational training
centres across different provinces and minorities autonomous regions. In addition, donations for the construction of
auditoriums, lecture halls and computer centres, as well as scholarship funds have been provided to over 80 Mainland
institutions of higher learning, including Peking University, Tsinghua University, Zhejiang University, Nanking
University, ... etc. Dr Fong sees the development of science and technology (aeronautics in particular) as top priority
while providing support to the tertiary sector. His strong devotion and contributions to education have earned him the
honour in 1997 as one of the "Top Ten Poverty Aid Contributors”, an award presented by the China Foundation for
Poverty Alleviation and the China Comment magazine published by the Xinhua News Agency.

Dr Fong’s service and commitment to education and philanthropy in Hong Kong are reflected in his contributions
to all of the eight UGC-funded higher education institutions and The Open University of Hong Kong, as well as non-
profit organisations such as Po Leung Kuk, Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, Hong Kong Society for the Aged .... etc
As Dr Fong said, "A fixed percentage of all profits from the family business is allocated to the Foundations and the
funds are dedicated specifically for educational and other charitable undertakings. I hope my children and grandchildren
will hold the same vision, so that we can carry on generation after generation with the ever-lasting persistence similar
to the parable of “Yugong moving the mountain’."

Dr Fong is now semi-retired from his family business, thus enabling him to devote more time and effort to the
Foundations. In his new role, Dr Fong is in daily contact with schools on the Mainland. He handles many of the daily
matters by himself, which reflects his passion and devotion for education. He smiles in satisfaction when he mentions
the bundles of letters he has received from students supported through his Foundations. Nothing encourages him
more than seeing the success of students he has helped.

Besides the building of schools, Dr Fong Yun-wah is very keen on promoting individual growth and Chinese
culture. He himself has edited pamphlets and publications encouraging ways of living a positive and healthy life. On
the Website of the Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation, there is a section where Dr Fong candidly shares his life experience
and principles for viewers to consider and appreciate. Dr Fong grew up in hard times, and owes much of his success
to dedication, hard work and persistence. The more he gets involved with charitable activities, the more he realises
that he had to look out and care for the under-privileged, particularly the young and the poor. Today his contributions
are widely recognised, but he is still a low-key and humble person committed to doing what he regards as meaningful.




His contribution to community development extends much beyond just financial donations. He contributes
wholeheartedly in assuming senior honorary positions in several leading charitable organizations. For example, he
has been an Advisory Board Member of the Hong Kong Red Cross for over 20 years, a former Chairman of the Po
Leung Kuk, and a former Principal Director of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals.

For his contributions to Hong Kong, Dr Fong was made a Justice of Peace and Member of the British Empire,
and awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He has received Honorary
Doctorates in Letters, Business Administration, Laws, and Social Sciences from various local, national and overseas
universities. In addition to that, Dr Fong has also been appointed as Consultant Professor and Honorary Professor by
numerous universities. In recognition of his support for science and scholarship, a comet (Asteroid 5198) was named
after him in 1994 at the Purple Mountain Observatory under the Chinese Academy of Sciences. It is called the “Fong
Yun Wah Star”.

Dr Fong has also been awarded the titles of Honorary Citizen for eleven cities in China, Canada and the United
States, including the City of Plains, Georgia, City of Corpus Christi, Texas, in the USA; City of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada; and City of Dongguan, and City of Heyuan, Guangdong Province, China, as well as five other cities in the
provinces of Fujian, Gansu, Henan, Xinjiang and Nanchang.

Mr Chairman, Dr Fong is one of Hong Kong's eminent businessmen and philanthropists, who tirelessly dedicates
himself to promoting education and helping the poor. May I now present Dr Fong Yun-wah to you for the award of
the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences Honoris Causa.
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