The success story of Mr Simon Kwok Siu-ming, Chairman & CEO of Sa Sa
International Holdings Limited, has all the ingredients of a legend. In 1978, Mr Kwok and
his wife Eleanor started selling cosmetics products at the basement counter in a mall in
downtown Causeway Bay. Twenty years later, in 1997, Mr Kwok’s company was listed
on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong. Today, with an annual sales turnover of more
than HK$3.2 billion and over 140 outlets in six Asian markets, Sa Sa is a leader in the
business in Hong Kong and Asia. It is the largest cosmetics specialty store in Asia in
terms of annual turnover and one of the top five retail groups in Hong Kong, as well as
a major sole agent in cosmetics in Hong Kong.

Through the years, Sa Sa International survived many hard times such as the 1997
financial crisis and the SARS crisis in 2003, all of which dealt a heavy blow to the
company. However, with conviction and creativity, Mr Kwok always manages to thrive in
adversity and turn crisis into opportunity. Under Mr Kwok’s leadership, Sa Sa
International came to be known for its signature marketing strategies that include the
open layout and product display, one-stop shopping concept and competitive pricing.
These have made Sa Sa International a shoppers’ haven for Mainland tourists. Mr
Kwok's ingenuity made him an outstanding entrepreneur, earning him many awards in
the past few years in recognition of his achievements. The accolades include: “Man of
the Year (2004)" award by Hong Kong Business, “Chinese Business Person of the Year
(2005)" award by World Executive Weekly, Retail Category Winner in Ernst & Young
“Entrepreneur of the Year China (2008)” award, Doctor of Business Management
honoris causa from Sinte Gleska University of California, “World Qutstanding Chinese
(2007) Award” by the World Chinese Business Investment Foundation Limited, and
“Owner-Operator Award” by DHL/South China Morning Post.

Aside from being a successful businessman, Mr Kwok is also admired for his
generosity of heart, as he has always made himself available for charity work and
shown great interest in furthering the cause of education. He has served the Hong Kong
Community Chest, Hong Kong AIDS Foundation, and a similar AIDS organization on
the Mainland in various capacities. On the education front, Mr Kwok has contributed to
a number of local tertiary institutions, which include being a voting member of The
University of Hong Kong Foundation, member of the Board of Trustees of New Asia
College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Court member of The Hong Kong
University of Science & Technology, and Board member and Founding Life Member of
Hong Kong Polytechnic University Development Foundation. He even finds time to
interact with university students by giving talks on campuses, well knowing that in
education lies the hope of a society’s future. This, in fact, echoes Lingnan University’s
motto of Education for Service.
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Mr Kwok’s story mirrors the story of Hong Kong. In his own words, "Reading
through my company’s ledger is like going through the history of Hong Kong.” Mr
Kwok’s achievement is the epitome of a classic Hong Kong success story of
entrepreneurship and hard work.

Today, we are delighted to welcome Mr Kwok to the Lingnan community for all he
represents - a remarkable entrepreneur of a successful beauty-product business, and a
spirit of philanthropic generosity. Through his own enterprise and benefaction to various
charitable and educational causes, Mr Kwok’s contributions 1o society make him a role
model for Hong Kong. Hong Kong should be proud of this citizen.
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