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Address

Council Chairman Mr Bernard Chan, President Leonard Cheng, members of the Council,
distinguished guests, teachers and students:

On behalf of this year’s honourable doctorate recipients, | would like to express our gratitude
to Lingnan University for conferring such a prestigious honour on us. We know very well that this
great honour is in recognition of our modest contributions to the society of Hong Kong. We take
great pride in being “Lingnanians”, and shall continue to devote ourselves to the future development
of Hong Kong and the educational endeavours of Lingnan University.

| would like to take this opportunity today to express some personal views. Here with us is
another group of young graduates. In your university life, you have learned to respect others’ rights
and views; and to strengthen interpersonal relationships on the basis of mutual respect and mutual
trust. You will also bring along the Lingnan spirit of “exploring knowledge and inspiring thinking” to a
new chapter of your life. Here you have my best wishes that you will become the elite of Hong Kong
and the new momentum for social progress.

Imperceptibly, 41 years have passed since | graduated from university. Along the journey of my
life, | have learned a lot of principles and gained many experiences in finding my place in the world.
Among them, the most important thing is to learn to respect those who have contributed to our lives.

During my first year at university, there was a young lecturer widely respected and admired
by most students. In the past several decades since graduation, we have been keeping in touch
with this teacher. When he retired in 2007, we organised “A Thank You Banquet After 37 Years in
Appreciation of Our Teacher” to pay our respects, and established a distinguished lecture series in
his name. This highly respected and admired teacher was the former President of Lingnan University
Professor Edward Chen. Today invited by Lingnan to attend this Congregation, | feel once more his
contribution to the University and to Hong Kong’s higher education.

One of Lingnan’s educational premises as a liberal arts university is a broad-mindedness that
tolerates different opinions and respects the diversity of Chinese and Western cultures. Only when
we respect others can we win others’ respect. Loss of mutual respect also means loss of mutual
trust, and society will then be torn asunder by irrational confrontations, while basic human dignity
will be senselessly trampled on. Allow me to share with you two experiences about respect here:

Three years ago, | was invited by a university to join a dinner gathering with its students. On
that occasion, | asked a student which secondary school he graduated from, and he said: “My
school isn’t a prestigious one, you probably haven’t heard of it. No need to mention it.” For the
following ten minutes, | gave this student a “lecture”, telling him that he should always remember
where his blessings come from, and should respect and love his teachers.

| was upset because this young man neglected the daily, often unseen efforts of his teachers
and principal, and even the caretakers at his school. | graduated from New Method College which
was then labelled as a “bad boys’ school”, yet I've always been proud of my alma mater. Without
the guidance and nurturing of the teachers there, | definitely won’t be where | am today.

My second personal experience took place while | was serving as Secretary for Financial
Services and the Treasury. At a Legislative Council meeting on sales tax, the long-haired legislator
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the Hon Leung Kwok-hung entered the Chamber holding a funeral couplet with the words “Yingnian
zaoshi” (meaning “died at a young age”), cursing both me and the then Financial Secretary Mr
Henry Tang Ying-yen. As a Legislative Councillor and a veteran politician, his behaviour shows
disrespect not only for others, the Legislative Council and himself, but also for voters’ expectations
of a legislator’s fulfilment of his duty. Legislative Council is a solemn place where all members should
express their opinions respectfully and debate democratically. There is a famous dictum by the French
enlightenment philosopher Voltaire: “I disapprove of what you say, but | will defend to the death your
right to say it.” Yet, in recent years, some members who claim to be guardians of democracy have
severely damaged law and order in society as well as the solemnity of the Legislative Council. They
threw bananas, shoes, drinking glasses, and even shouted vulgar and insulting language at other
members who held different political views. They respect neither themselves nor others, and, what
is more, violate the principle of genuine democracy.

Only when we learn to respect others can we have a humble heart to see others’ merits
and our own inadequacies in good faith. We should not endlessly inflate ourselves into the most
important people in the world, unable to tolerate others’ criticism. Respect is the cornerstone of all
social systems. When social decorum collapses, law and order cannot be maintained, and social
systems will fail to operate effectively. Born and bred in Hong Kong, all of us certainly hope that
Hong Kong will flourish harmoniously and sustainably. To me, the key lies in one word — respect.
Respect yourself and others will respect you. Only when we have mutual respect and seek common
ground while preserving differences can we establish mutual trust and facilitate communication. And
only when we communicate can we reach consensus, and give Hong Kong a promising tomorrow.

Pardon and correct me if there are any inadequacies in my personal views above; and if you
find them useful, let us do better together. Thank you!

15




BB 6Bs, uP

RELHINEEL

Ll i

EHHBREBERE  BEIEREK  HURE BFURE - SUFBENRS :

RAEREANEEBRLEELBMNAL  BERAABEIARORRS  RIVEIDAZELSL
THRMAENRENRE  KXRBERMABEHETELSELOMERR - WPIAKS [EREA
ARER UK R EEESTENARERNEENHEEERE 2B -

AANFERESREERSE  RE-HMEABE - 5K X—MESPREXT - FFAEKR
BAET B TESHANENME RANEEEMEE0ER FRE ARBEROER - Wi
wE RO RUBBAET MERBEEANEN S —EFEE o R GRERFIREKR AEE
RS R S FE) S -

BPIETBEKRABEXN+—F7T - EALRE L HBE TREUSEEREEME
B MEF  RECSREZNRREREEERMESTIFLBERMOA -

PAE—FENRE A UFENBMEXFASZMANBEENHE - RMABREETFKR
—HEEMEMRITEAS - BIE 2007 FMERARFRN T [BEEE - 37 FROMEE] UK
M7 Mbar RV B AR - MIER R - SR R MR EE S RAE 6 26 LR &M
REBH AR RRHERR - SREBRD EMABHEMRPANERAE BRI B RBIREE
MASNEBEBELHEEXNER -

BENERHEES  REEPAXEHNEZTHENERTRAERNEERAE  BMERESE
FIA > ZAImSAIABE - IRABAZBRETEE - TRAKAETRIEENEE  LEaRe
BOFRMENERHR  ANEAEREWEEEREE - S REEEEAR) EFMEEEE T EN

BIE= AR S N— ABOBERE - REBH —URASER-BFR8%  Hz
REAR: [RREOBRETLEH (FTERMN - TERE | | EEEUAREERST
51 - MABHKER - ERERHEMNOZMN [ -

BRBRARENT FARBEE T FIstET 20 ER - REEZSR T BB HEE 1
O AT EHHNER - RPERXNEERRE S [REER] WFNEER - Z—EX
HERBRARR  BRNRRAREMNTOHEEME HETRAESK °

BRE_ERINEPREREEBREEIMEEBZLEBRBERR 2D /HER —F
e ERRERBNIDEASZEREAN TE LIS SZRNORER  SEBRBAEANRNER
MR RIRERSE [REFH| - ABUBITR T ZFNRBEHES RIDESHE  TRMETE
BEA - TEEEE  TEEMHAC ETEEERUBERTBENRE - EAGE —ERK
RHEBENMT  MEREEHEANEENLOREASSEZTCR  REIER - ZBRXBEARINE
FHE—AEERT - [BRTREBFRNER  BRELFRERHENEN - | BEFRESZMUAR

16



THTEENZEEUTRABAENALER && RN EESWER - BFESH  BERE
HeML DA MPINERRRETEE  TTEEMA  BERTEENRIESD -

BREE 786 BREND  HBRETHEBIFIARERNEE - XEIGCHTE - M
TRMNGERMABD  BERECARER LREENA - BT THIANRET - S SHGIE X
ETHAREANEE  BLEHE - WL TR LSHIERRELERVEE - RPIERENES -
EREE  EAFHLERE A AR M XFEM R - YNRKE - BTNERTTIINFEERT -
ABBEEMRAELZ - MRAKEPEMEEE - KEFR - TEBRVE(E - BEEAERILER -
BBBEA R AR RAINEAA R —EXRF X -

BALNBZRBEARRE AT E  HFESUABITERIEL  MAARZESEH
BRBHMZ - HHEAL

17



