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Professor Simon W. Marginson graduated from the University of Melbourne in 1974 with a BA
degree in history and politics. After 15 years of work as a policy research officer for various unions in
Australia representing tertiary students, school teachers and academic staff in higher education, he
joined the Centre for the Study of Higher Education (CSHE) at the University of Melbourne in 1993
as a senior lecturer, and later became an associate professor/ Reader. During this period, he also
earned a PhD degree in education at the University of Melbourne in 1996.

Prof Marginson joined Monash University in Melbourne as Reader in the Faculty of Education
in 1998, and was appointed to a Personal Chair two years later; he also directed the Monash
Centre for Research in International Education. He returned to the University of Melbourne as
Professor at CSHE in 2006, and moved to the UK in 2013 to become Professor of International
Higher Education at the Institute of Education (IOE) in University College London (UCL), University of
London. At present he is also serving as Director of the Centre for Global Higher Education, which
is based at IOE of UCL, spearheading 16 initial research projects in collaboration with over three
dozen scholars at five UK and eight international partner universities; the Centre is funded by the UK
Economic & Social Research Council and the Higher Education Funding Council for England (ESRC/
HEFCE). Prof Marginson also remains affiliated with the University of Melbourne as an honorary
professorial fellow at CSHE.

Prof Marginson is one of the leading scholars in the world in the field of higher education
studies; he has published research work in the topic areas of higher education and globalisation,
higher education and social inequality, and international and comparative higher education. Moving
between conceptual inquiry and qualitative research based on observation, he seeks to better
elucidate higher education and thus to lead to better policy and practice. In the 1990s he was
an early and frequently published critic of the neoliberal framework for education policy, which
promotes the role of market competition in higher education. This policy direction had led to
reduced public funding of higher education, as well as greater inequalities among the academic
disciplines in the levels of research funding that they receive.

In comparative work, Prof Marginson stresses multi-positionality and learning from the other,
such as reflecting on a “post-Confucian model” of higher education that can help to cast light on the
dynamism of higher education and science in East Asia. An English-language scholar of education
keenly interested in Chinese and East Asian civilisations, he is aware of both the similarities and the
differences between East Asian approaches and those of the UK and the US, and is respectful of
the long, deep commitment to self-cultivation and learning as well as the modern achievements of
East Asian education systems. In his current work he is investigating higher education as a process
of self-formation, drawing on a range of ideas such as Chinese notions of self-cultivation and
German notions of bildung. Prof Marginson himself “soaks up” knowledge from a broad spectrum
of areas and disciplines; the fact that Tolstoy’s hefty War and Peace stands as his favourite novel is
probably indicative of his scholarly temperament.

Essentially, Prof Marginson sees himself in terms of the “core functions” of being “a writer of
non-fiction and a public intellectual”, on top of his teaching duties and his administrative work as a



research director. A social scientist inflected by a humanist sensibility and working across the East-
West axis, he thinks it is in his writing that his main work is done. Seeing “all economy as economy
of time”, yet well aware that scholarship is “not one Eureka moment, but many smaller insights that
aggregate”, he has written, co-authored and edited 25 books as well as over 350 journal articles,
review essays and book chapters. Prof Marginson is one of the most cited researchers in the field;
he draws on and integrates a wide spectrum of social science disciplines in his work, ranging
from political economy and sociology, social and cultural theory, to history and political philosophy.
To date four of his books have been translated into Chinese; other research papers have been
translated into Chinese, French, Spanish and Polish.

One of Prof Marginson’s most recent books, titled Higher Education and the Common Good,
focuses on the role of higher education in advancing the public good, local as well as global. In
his view, “the public good aspects of higher education, those not reducible to private economic
benefits for individuals, tend to be neglected in policy and the public mind”. While universities can
and should be “makers of equality of opportunity”, the “growing emphasis on the private benefits
of higher education, without regard for its public benefits”, has turned the sector into “a maker of
social inequality rather than a corrective to it”. As higher education turns ever more competitive and
stratified, putting a premium on elite ranking and its market value, higher education labours under
a “quasi-aristocratic economics” that distorts the very aim of education. Higher education dwindles
in social value, and the collective public benefits of universities are often ignored. Despite sounding
such a stern warning, Prof Marginson is convinced that higher education has a key role to play in
rebuilding social mobility and solidarity in fractured societies.

In addition to his prolific and diverse academic research, Prof Marginson is a socially engaged
scholar who has taken up multiple editorial, advisory, and policy roles across the globe. He is joint
Editor-in-chief of Higher Education, the main journal in higher education, Commissioning Editor
of Thesis Eleven, a member of the editorial board of 16 academic journals, and joint editor of
the Palgrave Macmillan book series on “global studies in higher education”; he was also former
editor of the Australian Journal of Education. Prof Marginson has prepared policy papers for the
United Nations’ Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development (OECD) and the European
Commission, as well as reports for the governments of Australia and New Zealand, Ireland and
the Netherlands, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia and Vietham. Prof Marginson also has advisory
roles in a number of reputed universities and institutions internationally, ranging from the Centre' for
International Higher Education at Peking University to the American Council on Education and the
Global Forum on Indian Higher Education.

Not surprisingly, Prof Marginson has received multiple honours and awards in the/course
of his outstanding academic career. In 2014 he was the Clark Kerr Lecturer on Higher Education
at the University of California at Berkeley, and he won the Distinguished Research Award from
the Association for Studies of Higher Education in the US in the same year. He is a/member of
Academia Europaea, a Lifetime Fellow of the Society for Research into Higher Education in the UK,
and a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences Australia. As an expert in comparative educatio
he has been a visiting professor at institutions of higher learning in Japan and Russia.




Mr Chairman, in recognition of his outstanding academic achievement as well as his broad
contributions to society in the field of global higher education, may | present Prof Simon Marginson
to you for conferment of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Charles Kwong
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