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Citation

Dr Simon Ip Sik-on was born in Hong Kong, and received his education here and in the UK,
where he completed his legal training in London. In 1972 he returned to Hong Kong and began
working at the city’s leading law firm, Johnson Stokes & Master, where he became its Senior Partner
and Chairman from 1996 to 2004. Dr Ip is celebrated not only for his stellar career as an expert in
litigation and dispute resolution, but also for his distinguished contributions to a long list of public
services, including President of the Law Society, member of the Basic Law Consultative Committee,
member of the Legislative Council, Founding Council Chairman of The Hong Kong Institute of
Education (now The Education University of Hong Kong), Founding Council member of The Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology, as well as member of The Hong Kong Jockey Club’s
Board of Stewards and most recently, the Club’s Chairman.

On each occasion when he was invited to take on one of the many important public
services he now has under his belt, he would ask himself “Why me?” He had not actively sought
these positions and privately doubted his own suitability and readiness. It is indeed a blessing
for Hong Kong that this question did not stop Dr Ip from accepting these important challenges.
His achievements result from his ability to transfer his professional skills to a variety of seemingly
unrelated contexts and projects. What are those skills? A successful litigation lawyer must be
incisive and grasp quickly the dynamics of a situation; he needs to be able to decipher the facts
and distil those relevant to the issues at hand; he must know the relative strengths and weaknesses
of opposing positions and be a strategic thinker and astute tactician. Few litigation cases are
ever identical, and so a good litigator must adapt adroitly to different and often fast changing
circumstances.

During the latter part of the 1980s when he was President of the Law Society and a member
of the Basic Law Consultative Committee, Dr Ip initiated a platform for different professions to
exchange views on the drafting of the Basic Law. The result of these exchanges provided valuable
input for the Basic Law Drafting Committee and for that purpose, he led several delegations of
professional organisations to Beijing. In 1991, motivated by a desire to help prepare for a smooth
reversion of sovereignty in 1997, he accepted the nomination to contest the Legislative Council’s
legal functional constituency seat and won. Among his many duties at that time, he was elected
Chairman of the Legislative Council’s Bills Committee which scrutinised draft legislation for the
establishment of the Court of Final Appeal.

Despite not having attended university and professing not to be academically gifted, Dr Ip
played leadership roles in establishing The Hong Kong Institute of Education and The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology.
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A keen equestrian and horse racing enthusiast, from 1999 to 2018 Dr Ip brought his
professional and results-oriented approach to the Jockey Club’s Board of Stewards and Board
of Trustees. During his chairmanship of the Club, two of the Club’s most iconic projects were
completed and unveiled. The first is Tai Kwun-Centre for Heritage and Arts, on the site of the
former Central Police Station which recently received the UNESCO award for Excellence in Heritage
Conservation. The other is the world-class race horse training centre in Conghua, Guangzhou, first
of its kind on the Mainland to support and expand the Club’s racing operations in Hong Kong and
to further the Club’s charitable and community initiatives for our citizens. It is no exaggeration to say
that Dr Ip has participated in some of the most important milestones in the making of Hong Kong,
during some of its most glorious as well as more difficult times.

“Serendipity” is the word that Dr Ip humbly uses to account for his achievements. He
describes himself as the “black sheep” of a family of distinguished educators, “a bit of a rebel” who
enjoyed being outdoors more than in a classroom. The turning point came when the Law sparked
his interest, and litigation became his passion and lifelong career. This explains why he excelled
as a litigator, even though he “barely scraped through school”, to quote his words. The qualities
that made him a successful litigator shine through all his endeavours in public service. As a true
professional, he has taken on each public service task with the same enthusiasm and rigour as
he would to resolve a dispute for his clients. In general, Dr Ip embodies how Lingnan’s liberal arts
education envisages its graduates—as upstanding members of the community who are willing to
serve, as professionals who are able to use specialised skills and knowledge in a wide range of
situations, as critical thinkers who scrutinise facts and evidence with logic and reason, as good
listeners and persuasive motivators and as principled citizens who uphold high standards of ethical
conduct and social behaviour.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of his distinguished service in the legal sector, his leadership
in higher education institutions, his diverse contributions to public service and his legacy of
transformative philanthropy through impactful community projects, may | present Dr Simon Ip Sik-
on to you for conferment of the degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Annie Chan Hau-nung
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