Address by Honorary Graduate

Professor Nieng Yan
Doctor of Science honoris causa

Chair of the Council, President, Esteemed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Receiving this honorary doctorate today from Lingnan University is a profound honour—made
even more special by sharing this moment alongside the legendary scholar, Professor Yau Shing-
tung. Professor Yau’s groundbreaking contributions to differential geometry and mathematical
physics have not only advanced our understanding of the universe, but also inspired generations
of researchers worldwide. To be recognised by Lingnan University in his company is a privilege that
underscores not only my own efforts but also the collective support of many who have been part of
my journey.

As | look upon this audience, | am deeply moved by Lingnan University’s steadfast commitment
to the values of liberal arts education and academic freedom. This institution’s dedication to cultivating
well-rounded, socially conscious graduates is a powerful model for our times. By fostering a culture
of critical thinking, innovation, and ethical responsibility, Lingnan University equips its students
to excel professionally and to become thoughtful, impactful global citizens. This vision resonates
deeply with my belief in the transformative power of knowledge to build a just and compassionate
society.

Reflecting on my journey—from my early years at Tsinghua University to my time at
Princeton—each step has been driven by a quest for knowledge, supported by mentors, and
inspired by dreams. | am profoundly grateful to my mentors, who exemplified both rigour and
courage in research, and to my team members, with whom | shared countless days and nights.
These formative experiences have shaped my identity as a scientist and broadened my perspective
on international collaboration.

Having gained so much from these opportunities, | now seek to extend this good fortune
to the next generation. My hope is for young scientists, driven by intrinsic curiosity rather than
external pressures, to discover and unlock their full potential, making original and transformative
contributions. Embracing this vision has become my greatest aspiration after fulfilling my own early
dreams.



Returning to Shenzhen was like stepping into a nexus of energy and innovation. Here, | have
once again witnessed China’s rapid scientific progress and reinforced my belief in the profound
responsibility we hold as researchers in our time. Our mission is clear: to transform cutting-edge
research into tangible solutions for human health challenges, and to cultivate the scientists who will
carry this torch forward.

With years of experience behind me, | am embracing a new chapter dedicated to building
platforms that empower outstanding scientists to tackle the pressing biomedical questions of our
era. As this vision came into focus, the city of Shenzhen extended a remarkable opportunity that
aligned perfectly with my aspirations. With excitement and conviction, | left Princeton to establish
the Shenzhen Medical Academy of Research and Translation—short as SMART.

SMART is more than an institution; it is a pioneering model designed to integrate research,
translation, education, funding, and global collaboration. Our goal is to ensure that scientific
breakthroughs not only happen but also reach those in need within a supportive and collaborative
ecosystem.

Alongside my role at SMART, | also serve as the Director of Shenzhen Bay Laboratory,
which is dedicated to pioneering discoveries at the intersection of biology and medicine. Together,
SMART and Shenzhen Bay Laboratory provide an environment where researchers can pursue new
insights while addressing real-world health challenges. By fostering a comprehensive ecosystem
for biomedical advancement, we aim to contribute to Shenzhen’s emergence as a global hub for
scientific excellence.

This honorary doctorate is more than a personal milestone; it is a reminder of the collective
journey and the shared commitment to advancing science for the betterment of humanity. | am
deeply grateful to Lingnan University for this recognition, to my family for their unwavering support,
and to my colleagues and collaborators for their inspiration and encouragement.

Thank you once again for this incredible honour. Let us join hands as we continue to push the
boundaries of knowledge and transform the world through science.
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