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Mr Donnie Yen is a legendary figure whose contributions to the martial arts, cinema, and
Chinese culture have left an indelible mark. Born in Guangzhou, China, and raised in Hong Kong
and Boston, Mr Yen’s life has been one of perpetual passion, innovation, and excellence. As a
martial artist and an international action star, director, and producer, his spirit has always been one
of perseverance, creativity, and cross-cultural harmony. Today, we celebrate his achievements, his

artistry, and his powerful influence on generations of fans and filmmakers alike.
A Legacy of Martial Arts Mastery

Mr Yen’s mastery of the martial arts is rooted in his upbringing. Trained by his mother,
renowned kung fu grandmaster Bow-sim Mark, he honed his skills from childhood. Yet his artistry
extended beyond tradition and, as a teenager, he explored diverse disciplines - karate, taeckwondo,
boxing, and even hip-hop dance - forging a unique style blending techniques of East and West. This
signature fusion revolutionised action cinema. His breakout role in Drunken Tai Chi (1984) showed
both his physical prowess and his charisma as a leading man. Over the decades, he redefined
screen combat in films like fron Monkey, where his shadowless kick mesmerised audiences, and
SPL, where his gritty MMA-inspired fights set new benchmarks. His choreography in Flash Point
and Wu Xia earned acclaim for its precision and storytelling, cementing his status as one of action

cinema’s greatest filmmakers.
Ip Man becomes a Cultural Ambassador

Mr Yen’s portrayal of [p Man elevated him to global stardom. His nuanced performance
captured the wisdom, humility, and strength of Bruce Lee’s mentor, resonating deeply with
audiences worldwide. The [p Man series (2008-2019) became a cultural phenomenon, celebrating
Wing Chun and Chinese heritage as well as breaking box office records. His duels with legends
such as Sammo Hung Kam-po and Mike Tyson were not just fights, but poetic expressions of

honour and resilience.

Beyond Ip Man, Mr Yen brought legendary Chinese heroes to life - General Guan Yu in The
Lost Bladesman, Qiao Feng in Sakra, and Sun Wukong in The Monkey King. Each role displayed
his versatility, blending historical gravitas with electrifying action. His performance in Hero (2002)

alongside Jet Li introduced wuxia to global audiences, bridging Eastern and Western storytelling.



Hollywood and Global Impact

Mr Yen’s talents have transcended borders. In Hollywood, he choreographed fights for Blade I
and Highlander: Endgame, infusing Western films with his dynamic style. His role as Chirrut Imwe in
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016) made him a household name worldwide as an embodiment
of spiritual strength and martial grace. Films like xXx: Return of Xander Cage (2017) further showed
his ability to unite cultures through action. By delivering a standout performance as Caine in John
Wick 4 (2023), Mr Yen not only stole the show but also elevated the stature of Chinese actors in
international cinema. His martial arts mastery and charismatic presence shattered stereotypes,

proving Chinese actors can dominate Hollywood’s biggest stages with dignity and artistry.

In The Prosecutor (2024), Mr Yen once again took on the roles of producer, director, and actor,
successfully blending traditional legal drama with action sequences, showcasing his talent as a

versatile filmmmaker.
Innovator and Mentor

Behind the camera, Mr Yen’s choreography has reinterpreted action cinema. From Flashpoint
to Raging Fire, he integrated Mixed Martial Arts and traditional kung fu with modern stunts, inspiring
a whole new generation of filmmakers. Action thriller Raging Fire smashed box office records in
Chinese Mainland, making it the highest-grossing Hong Kong film at the time. His accolades -
multiple Hong Kong Film Awards for Best Action Choreography, Golden Horse Awards, Huabiao
Awards (22 22) and the Taurus Award - are proof of his visionary approach. In 2016, Mr Yen was
honoured with imprints of his hands and feet at the iconic TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood,
cementing his legacy as a global action icon. He is also a member of the Academy of Motion

Picture Arts and Sciences.

Beyond Mr Yen’s iconic screen presence, he has dedicated decades to humanitarian causes,
and is a long-standing ambassador for Rotary District 3450 “THE ONE International Humanitarian
Award” and charity organisations Save the Children, Po Leung Kuk. In 2020, he and his wife Ms
Cissy Wang founded The Y.E.N. Charity Foundation, which contributes directly to Youth, the Elderly,
and the Needy.



A Family Man of Harmony

Off-screen, Mr Yen, an accomplished pianist, is devoted husband to Ms Cissy Wang, and
loving father to Jasmine and James. He exemplifies balance - martial discipline alongside artistic

sensitivity, global fame grounded in family values.

Mr Yen'’s legacy is one of boundless creativity, cultural pride, and universal appeal, not only as
a martial artist and actor, but also as a storyteller who uses movement to convey emotion, history,
and humanity. As we honour him, we recognise a true pioneer - one whose kicks and punches

have etched his name into the annals of cinema history, and whose spirit continues to inspire.

Mr Yen, your journey - from Guangzhou to a galaxy far, far away - has shown the world the

power of dreams. May your star shine ever brighter.

Mr Chairman, it is my honour to present Mr Donnie Yen for the conferment of the degree of

Doctor of Humanities honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Emilie Yeh Yueh-yu
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