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A prominent figure in the global athletic community and a highly successful entrepreneur, Dr Li
Ning is not only the founder and current Chairman and Executive Director of the Li-Ning sportswear
brand, but also serves as the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and Executive Director of Viva

Goods Company Limited.

Dr Li began his systematic training in gymnastics at the age of eight and, by the age of ten,
had already clinched the National Youth Gymnastics Championship in the floor exercise. In 1980,
he was selected for the national gymnastics team. At the 1982 Artistic Gymnastics World Cup,
Dr Li achieved an extraordinary feat by winning six gold medals in the all-around, floor exercise,
horizontal bar, still rings, pommel horse, and vault categories, making him the athlete with the most
gold medals in a single gymnastics competition for China, and earning him the title of “Prince of
Gymnastics”. At the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, Dr Li further solidified his legacy by winning a total
of six medals — three golds, two silvers, and one bronze — making him the most decorated Olympian
of the Games. Between 1993 and 2000, he served on the Men's Artistic Gymnastics Technical
Committee of the International Gymnastics Federation (FIG) and is now an Honorary Member of the
Federation. He was the only Chinese athlete featured in International Sports Press Association’s
selection of “Top 25 Athletes of the 20th Century”, standing alongside legends such as “King of
Football” Pelé, “The Greatest Boxer” Muhammad Ali, and “Flying Man” Michael Jordan. In 2000,
Dr Li was inducted into the International Gymnastics Hall of Fame, becoming the first Chinese
gymnastics to receive this honour. In 2019, he was appointed a member of the Chinese Olympic
Committee. During the opening ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, Dr Li had the distinguished
opportunity to light the Olympic cauldron as the final torchbearer.

After his retirement in 1989, Dr Li founded the eponymous brand Li-Ning which specialises
in professional sportswear and equipment. Over the past 30 years, he has been dedicated to
developing the company’s business and made remarkable contributions to the growth of China's
sports goods industry. As the first domestic sports brand to sponsor the Asian Games and the
Chinese delegation at the Olympic Games, the Li-Ning brand accompanied Chinese athletes at
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, the 2000 Sydney Olympics, and the
2004 Athens Olympics. It has also been the long-term partner of the Chinese national shooting,
diving, and table tennis teams, aiding numerous athletes in attaining their best performance in elite

competitions. In 2025, the Li-Ning brand rejoined forces with the Chinese Olympic Committee as



its official sportswear partner for the period 2025 to 2028, providing award-winning sportswear for
the Chinese sports delegation. By further supporting the robust development of sports in China,
this collaboration shall showcase the strength of Chinese professional sports brands on the global
stage. Additionally, the Li Ning Group is committed to investing in youth sports development,
encouraging young people to embrace the joy of sports by sponsoring youth basketball, badminton,

table tennis, and football competitions.

Throughout the years, Dr Li has actively supported charitable initiatives through the Li Ning
Foundation. Apart from establishing the Chinese Athletes Educational Foundation to fund continuing
education and training programmes for both serving and former Chinese athletes and coaches, the

foundation has also supported educational development in remote areas in China.

In addition to his achievements in sports and business, Dr Li has received remarkable
accolades in the academia. He holds a Bachelor of Laws from the Peking University Law School,
an Executive MBA from the Guanghua School of Management of Peking University, a Technical
Honorary Doctorate from Loughborough University in the UK, a Doctor of Humanities honoris causa
from The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, and was conferred an honorary fellowship by The Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology. In an interview, Dr Li encourages Lingnan University
students to seize the opportunities of the era, particularly the significant advancement in the sports
industry within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. He urges students to hone
their capabilities and cultivate an entrepreneurial spirit of adventure to meet future challenges and

opportunities.

It is evident that Dr Li Ning stands as an international leader in sports, business, and
philanthropy. Mr Chairman, in recognition of Dr Li's outstanding contributions to the development of
sports worldwide, including his pioneering leadership in business, his deeply-rooted philanthropic
spirit, and his unwavering support for the development of Lingnan University, | respectfully present

Dr Li Ning for the conferment of the degree of Doctor of Business Administration honoris causa.
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