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Mr Liao Cheung-kong Martin was born in Hong Kong with family roots in Wuhua County,
Guangdong, and hails from a family of military background. His grandfather, uncle, and father
attended the Whampoa Military Academy and served in the armed forces, dedicating their lives
to safeguarding the nation. From a young age, Mr Liao was profoundly influenced by his family’s

patriotic spirits, which laid the foundation for his lifelong commitment to serving the country.

Mr Liao completed his secondary education in the UK, after which he attended University
College London, where he received his Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Economics and Master
of Laws degrees. Having been Called to the Bar in England and Wales, he returned to Hong Kong
to practise law. Here, he was Called to the Bar and was subsequently admitted as Advocate and

Solicitor in Singapore.

While practising law in Hong Kong, Mr Liao earned the respect of his peers for his exceptional
advocacy skills and considerable legal knowledge. Specialising in commercial, intellectual
property, company, and constitutional law, he not only provides professional services to clients
but also participates in discussions on legal reform and public policy. His unwavering and impartial
commitment to the legal profession has significantly advanced the development and practice of the

rule of law and legal system in Hong Kong, and established him as a leader of the profession.

Beyond his practice, Mr Liao has also given generously for the benefit of the wider society.
His public service has included roles in the National People's Congress, the Standing Committee
of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, the Executive
Council of the Hong Kong SAR, the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong SAR, the Central Policy
Unit of the Hong Kong SAR Goverment, the District Court, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications, the University of Hong Kong Council, the Independent
Commission Against Corruption's Advisory Committee on Corruption, the Amusement Game
Centres Appeal Board, the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing Review Tribunal,
the Banking Review Tribunal, the Capital Adequacy Review Tribunal, the Bar Disciplinary Tribunal,
and the Copyright Tribunal. In recognition of his benefactions to society, the SAR government has
made him a Justice of the Peace, and awarded him with the Silver Bauhinia Star, the Gold Bauhinia
Star, and the Grand Bauhinia Medal.



In 2012, Mr Liao embarked on a new chapter in his life and career when he was elected to
the Fifth Legislative Council, representing the Commercial (Second) Functional Constituency. Since
then, he has been involved in public governance and social development in Hong Kong, and served
as convenor in the Sixth and Seventh Legislative Councils, holding multiple key committee positions
driving crucial legal reforms and formulating economic policy. Mr Liao’s strong sense of responsibility
in matters of constitutional development and national security legislation is revealed in his valuable
advice and endeavours in balancing diverse societal views, thus laying a solid foundation for Hong

Kong’s prosperity and stability.

In addition to public office, Mr Liao is also actively engaged in professional and business
organisations such as the Hong Kong Bar Association and the Chinese General Chamber of
Commerce. In 1988, he joined the Hong Kong Jockey Club and has been elected Voting Member,
Steward and Deputy Chairman of the Club. In August 2025, he was elected Chairman, and now
leads this world-class organisation in its ongoing support for sport, youth, charity, gerontology,
entertainment, and leisure, continuing to serve the people of Hong Kong on yet another important

platform.

Mr Liao's career trajectory offers powerful inspiration to the youth of Hong Kong: law is not
merely a professional skill, but also a vital force in upholding justice and promoting social progress.
His huge contributions to the Law, public service, and social development in both Hong Kong and

the entire nation exemplify the ideals of professional excellence and civic duty in Hong Kong.

Mr Chairman, it is my honour to present Mr Liao Cheung-kong Martin for the conferment of

the degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Lau Chi-pang
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