Honorary Fellows — Ms Laura Chen Lok-yee
- Citation -

Ms Laura Chen Lok-yee was educated in Hong Kong and the US before settling back
in Hong Kong to embark on a successful career in international finance and
investments. Having established Sterling Asset Management on a sound footing and
gained extensive experience in the financial services and investment industry in Hong
Kong and the US, Ms Chen and her siblings established the ZeShan Foundation in
2001. The growing Foundation of which she is currently Executive Chair is truly
family-based, with siblings involved in the funding of various strategic initiatives,
following the footsteps of their parents who had founded a separate philanthropic
organization earlier, and who have instilled in their children a spirit of giving back to
society.

The Foundation’s involvement with Lingnan stemmed from a firm belief in our liberal
arts mission and a good relationship with former president Prof. Edward Chen. As a
result, our university benefitted not only from the Foundation’s financial generosity
but also from Ms Chen’s strategic planning and hands-on involvement. In addition to
donations, the ZeShan Foundation believes in continuing involvement and
participation, which is achieved through a team of professional staff, advisors and
facilitators collaborating with government, quasi-government and non-government
organizations, as well as beneficiary institutions such as our own. A pivotal principle
of the Foundation’s approach is their insistence on strategic reciprocity between the
grant providers and grant receivers. Consequently, a genuine partnership can be
developed in contrast to the conventional practices — either impersonal or excessively
personal - of many charitable institutions and their patrons. Ms Chen’s belief that
strategic philanthropy (rather than charity) and mutual respect between grantor and
grantee (as opposed to condescension) provide the key to more dynamic co-operation
and better results for all. Presented on one occasion with unnecessary expensive
gifts during a visit to Mainland China several years ago, she was struck by the thought
that the educational aims of the charitable trust in question could have been better
achieved by allocating the resources spent on gifts to students’ educational expenses.
‘How many lives can you touch?’ is for her a simple question that goes to the heart of

Zeshan Foundation’s goals.

A major commitment of the Foundation lies in the area of public health, specifically to
help alleviate the Hepatitis B and HIV/AIDS blight in China. According to official
data, Hepatitis B still affects over 8.5% of the Chinese population — up to over 17%
in certain regions — between the ages of 15-59, despite universal vaccination plans



for all newborns since 2002, and for young people up to 15 years old as of July 2009.
The lack of medical care, basic health education and preventive vaccinations as well
as the issue of mother-to-child transmission particularly in poor, rural areas, are
concerns that the Foundation has been keen to address. Emphasizing good governance,
transparency, accountability and a dynamic relationship between the funding agency
and fund recipients, the ZeShan Foundation has sought to influence attitudes at both
government and grassroots levels concerning the sufferers of diseases such as
Hepatitis B and AIDS. A clear and strategic focus, proper due diligence, and
understanding of leveraging and synergy creation - these are all key elements to
ensure successful development. Despite Hong Kong people’s generous response to
global and regional needs and emergencies, there seems to be a general lack of vision
and leadership from the top, partly due to a laissez-faire government attitude. Ms

Chen sees ZeShan'’s role in helping to rectify this situation as crucial.

The Foundation’s current involvement with Lingnan involves three initiatives:
supporting the visiting tutors’ scheme, overseas exchange programmes, and
educational seminars and lectures to promote and advocate the importance of liberal
arts education and to enrich our curriculum. Ms Chen is keen to see further
development taking place in the liberal arts domain at Lingnan.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of her tremendous contributions to Lingnan and to
philanthropic work in Hong Kong and Mainland China, may | now present Ms Laura

Chen Lok-yee to you for the conferment of an honorary fellowship.

Written and delivered by Dr. Michael Ingham
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