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Mr Augustine Lui Ngok-che, whose modest family came from Chaoyang City, Guangdong
Province, was born in Hong Kong. After high school, a friend suggested he take a professional
diploma in accounting at Lingnan College - a suggestion that not only set him on the path of his
career but also allowed him to form a lasting connection with the Lingnan community.

In the 1970s and ‘80s, Hong Kong’s economy was booming, and the professional services
industry was taking shape. At that time, accounting was a growing field but not yet a popular
university subject. Mr Lui was good with numbers and believed that a career as an accountant
would suit his modest and prudent nature. Moreover, Lingnan College’s accounting programme
offered exemptions from six of the exams required for accounting certification. Besides focusing
on his studies, Mr Lui played sports. He even represented the College in football competitions and
participated in inter-house volleyball games - memories he still holds dear.

After graduating, Mr Lui began his career in accounting. In 1990, while working in Singapore,
he obtained a Bachelor of Business and an MBA from the University of Southern Queensland in
Australia, and also an Australian CPA qualification, taking another step on his professional journey.

Mr Lui’s accounting career went smoothly for the most part, but it was not without its
challenges. He experienced a brief period of unemployment in 2001 due to the September 11
attacks, but with the help of Dr Peter Wong Pak-heung, a fellow Lingnanian, he soon found an
opportunity to go to Nanning and Zhejiang, where he assisted the family of another Lingnanian,
Dr Gennie Lee Lin Gen-hwa, with her family’s business operations in Mainland China. This got him
back on track, and also gave him valuable insights into Mainland China’s accounting practices
during the reform and opening-up periods. His mainland experience laid a firm foundation for his
later work in asset management for Mainland investors when he returned to Hong Kong.



In addition to his active career in the accounting industry, Mr Lui has also played a leading role
within the Lingnan community. He has expressed very frankly his appreciation for the warmth and
camaraderie of the Lingnan family, both during his studies and afterwards, and has always sought
to give back whenever possible. In 1994, he joined the Lingnan University Alumni Association (Hong
Kong), and served in the Lingnan Club as a board member. A few years later, he got involved in
the Lingnan Education Organization (LEO). For many years he was a manager and supervisor at
Lingnan Dr. Chung Wing Kwong Memorial Secondary School and Lingnan Hang Yee Memorial
Secondary School. Mr Lui's competence, diligence, and dedication earned him high praise from his
colleagues at LEO; he was elected honorary secretary and then vice-chairman of LEO’s Board of
Directors, and in 2023 he became chairman.

During his tenure as vice-chairman, Mr Lui persuaded Mainland investors to support Hong
Kong’s education sector. He arranged the sale of the original site of Lingnan Primary School and
Kindergarten at Tung Shan Terrace at a price above market value, providing LEO with substantial
funds to further its educational initiatives. Thanks to the efforts and recommendations of Mr Lui and
his colleagues at LEO, and with the unanimous backing of the board, LEO has generously donated
considerable sums of money to help transform Lingnan University into a leading research-intensive
liberal arts university in the digital era, making a major contribution to the future development of the
Lingnan community.

Mr Lui has forged a strong bond with Lingnan, where he studied and matured. He has
contributed unstintingly throughout his career. He embodies the Lingnan motto of “Education
for Service”, and is a role model for his fellow Lingnanians. Mr Chairman, | humbly present Mr
Augustine Lui Ngok-che for the conferment of Lingnan University’s honorary fellowship.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Lau Chi-pang
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