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Many people envy the winners in life - people who always seem to have it all, from the very
moment they were born. But what does it actually mean to have it all?

Imagine a daughter of a father who was an able businessman and skilled designer, a self-
made man who became one of the first philanthropic industrialists in Mainland China. In true
patriotic spirit, the father trained over 60,000 professionals in industrial technology and management
for his country, served as chairman of a publicly listed company in Hong Kong, and generously
donated billions in shares to society. For his remarkable contributions, he was honoured with the
Grand Bauhinia Medal, the highest accolade awarded by the Hong Kong SAR Government.

Imagine besides having such an outstanding father, this daughter also graduated from a
university in the US and was discovered as a teenaged talent in a TV singing contest. In just a few
years, she achieved what many artists spend their entire lives striving for - she became a triple star,
skilled in singing, acting in movies and on television. She even performed for millions of viewers at
the CMG New Year’s Gala, CCTV’s Lunar New Year show in Beijing.

Imagine then she went into business and, within a decade, made a fortune. She also found
the love of her life and raised a happy family of bright children.

Wouldn’t such a person be considered a winner in life, enjoying a fulfiling and joyful life?

But the reality is beyond expectations. Despite achieving fame and fortune, even beyond her
wildest dreams, she wasn’t truly content, and only found fulfilment by taking a different path for a “life
with a mission”.

Ms Chiang Lai-ping, Agnes from Heze City in Shandong Province is the third daughter
of the late Dr Chiang Chen, patriotic philanthropist, industrialist, and recipient of the Grand
Bauhinia Medal. After graduating from The California State University with a degree in Business
Administration in the 1980s, Ms Chiang returned to Hong Kong. In pursuit of her dream of singing,
she entered the entertainment industry after competing in the 1981 Asian Amateur Singing Contest
and became a well-known artist. In 1988, she was invited to represent Hong Kong to perform at the
CMG New Year's Gala in Beijing, gaining wide recognition and admiration from audiences across
Mainland China. At the height of her career, Ms Chiang made the unexpected decision to leave the
entertainment industry and to marry her long-time partner Mr Simon Luk Chi-ming, beginning a new
chapter in her life.

Ms Chiang then ventured into real estate, and made her fortune in just a few years. However,
the 1998-99 Asian financial crisis disrupted her business, teaching her that worldly wealth can be



fleeting. As her children became rebellious teenagers, Ms Chiang began to reflect on the deeper
meaning of life. This eventually led her to Christianity, and, determined to live by Christian values,
she has committed herself to spreading messages of love and hope. Over the past decade, she has
spoken at events in Mainland China, Hong Kong, and overseas, sharing the gospel with hundreds
of thousands of people.

Ms Chiang was inspired by her father’s dedication to benevolence and patriotism, and thus
strives to manifest his noble spirit. In 2013, concerned by the lack of proper education and care
for left-behind children in rural China, Ms Chiang founded the charity Love Foundation, which
helps rural communities provide different social services for these children, and supports their
healthy development. Over the years, the Foundation has donated more than 6,500 computers
and projectors, trained over 10,000 volunteers, and supported more than 6,000 grassroots
organisations in rural areas, enabling them to provide valuable social care services.

Ms Chiang is a firm believer in the power of education to transform lives. To support
underprivileged students, she has established bursaries at more than 10 universities and many
high schools across China since 2018, and helped more than a thousand students to complete
their education. She has also set up Love Learning Centres in over a hundred rural elementary
schools to encourage diverse learning interests. The initiatives “Project Torch” and “Girls to
University” have been implemented in 15 universities in Yunnan, Guizhou, Jiangsu, Anhui,
Chongaing, and other regions, where nearly a thousand university students have benefited from
an annual subsidy of RMB6,000 each. More importantly, the Foundation’s training workshops
allow students to build up confidence, develop positive values, plan their careers, and learn
the importance of giving back to society, preparing them to become the future leaders of their
country.

Ms Chiang has not only helped tens of thousands of people in Mainland China, but also set
up the “Campus Life Campaign” in more than 30 secondary schools in Hong Kong in early 2019.
The mentoring programme has trained over 400 volunteers, who now serve as mentors in Hong
Kong schools, supporting the development and personal growth of thousands of secondary school
students. These volunteer mentors, many of whom have recently retired from their professions,
come from different walks of life, and have valuable experience to impart. Having recruited
and inspired these senior volunteers, Ms Chiang encourages them to stay active under Love
Foundation’s comprehensive trainings, use their communication skills with teenagers and patients,
and continue to foster talents for society and contribute to the nation.



The social unrest in Hong Kong in 2019, followed by the pandemic, highlighted the importance
of Love Foundation’s work in schools, as the mentors played a crucial role in addressing students’
emotional and developmental needs during the suspension of physical classes. In 2023, a three-
year elite scholarship programme to shape future leaders of society was launched with the support
of 25 secondary schools, benefiting more than 400 students. The programme aims to nurture future
leaders through lessons and practical activities promoting character education, civic responsibility,
and national and global perspectives, preparing students to become quality, wise, responsible
and far-sighted pillars of society. This academic year, Ms Chiang and the Love Foundation team
partnered with Lingnan University, launching campus initiatives, which included an elite scholarship
and leadership programme to empower Lingnan students to become social leaders of tomorrow.

Besides, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Ms Chiang enthusiastically responded to the
needs of Mainland China and Hong Kong, and the Love Foundation raised and donated millions
of renminbi’s worth of medical supplies and aid funds to Hubei Province to support frontline
healthcare workers in their fight against the virus. At the same time, a relief initiative was launched
in Hong Kong, providing emergency financial assistance of over HK$5 million to more than 1,600
underprivileged students’ families, along with a series of activities to promote the well-being of both
students and parents.

Ms Chiang’s charitable work is widely recognised and supported, and in 2022 she was given
the 17th Compassion Award by the Hong Kong & Macau Taiwanese Charity Fund, whose co-
organisers include Phoenix Television and the Beijing East-West Philanthropy Forum. Since then,
Ms Chiang has continued to receive awards from organisations and media outlets in Hong Kong
and Mainland China, in recognition of her contributions to society.

Ms Chiang has devoted herself tirelessly to charitable work, and through her active and
selfless efforts, she has discovered no greater peace and joy in life than when she gives and serves.
She has found great fulfilment in her faith, and believes that it is more blessed to give than to
receive.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of Ms Chiang Lai-ping, Agnes’ outstanding contributions to both
the motherland and Hong Kong, | respectfully present her for the conferment of an honorary fellow
of Lingnan University.

Citation written and delivered by Dr Kent Lai Wan-lung
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