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Some careers are so interwoven with the fabric of our city that their story is the story of Hong
Kong itself. Such is the path of Mr Lam Tin-fuk, a visionary leader whose professional journey has not

only mirrored but actively shaped the economic ascent of Hong Kong for nearly four decades.

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Mr Lam completed his early education here before earning a
Bachelor of Science degree in Computing Science from Imperial College, London. He began his life
in public service as an Administrative Officer in the Hong Kong Government, and it was here that a
foundational shift occurred; his work evolved from a means of satisfying family economic needs to
a calling to serve society. This newfound sense of fulfilment and civic purpose would become the

guiding principle of his illustrious career.

In 1986, Mr Lam joined the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC), embarking on
a remarkable 28-year journey. Rising through the ranks to become Executive Director in 2004, he
led an international team dedicated to creating opportunities for Hong Kong businesses. Under his
stewardship the HKTDC expanded its intercontinental network, staged world-class exhibitions and

championed Hong Kong’s role as Asia’s business bridge.

In 2014, at the age of 55, Mr Lam demonstrated his remarkable capacity for reinvention by
making a significant transition when he took on the role of Chief Executive Officer of the Airport
Authority Hong Kong (AAHK). He understood the intrinsic link between trade and aviation, viewing
both as powerful engines for Hong Kong’s economy, his risk-taking spirit guided by a clear philosophy

he describes as “bold in ambition, yet meticulous in execution.”

This philosophy was immediately put to the test: with Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA)
facing saturation, Mr Lam championed the Three-Runway System to secure our city’s future as an
international aviation hub. Yet, his plans went beyond infrastructure. He introduced a transformative
Airport City concept, a blueprint to advance HKIA from a travel hub into a mega lifestyle and
economic landmark. In January 2025, this dream was given a new identity, SKYTOPIA, a universal
brand to attract investment and talent. And, recognising the importance of expertise, he resolved to
establish the Hong Kong International Aviation Academy in order to nurture the professionals who

keep our skies safe and our economy vibrant.

Mr Lam’s leadership is defined by the blend of grand vision and a user-oriented mindset.

He believes in walking the floor of the airport, understanding the passenger journey, and seeking



improvement. His determination to make HKIA the “most liked airport in the world” has driven
world-first innovations, from the operational use of driverless vehicles to the implementation of facial

recognition technology for the entire departure system.

He has long advocated the importance of air cargo to Hong Kong’s trade and economy, and,
having set out a strategy for HKIA to make the best of the worldwide shifts in trade models, was
instrumental in encouraging logistics giants to establish a major hub at HKIA. He also pioneered a

state-of-the-art offshore logistics park in Dongguan to seize new opportunities in the Greater Bay Area.

When the COVID-19 pandemic brought unprecedented challenges, Mr Lam’s leadership stood
out. He motivated the airport community, ensuring resilience while actively preparing for recovery. His
initiative in giving away 500,000 free air tickets created worldwide goodwill and kept Hong Kong on
the global tourism map. In June 2024, he was appointed Chairman of the AAHK, providing continuity

of vision as his transformative projects come to fruition.

Mr Lam has received numerous accolades for his exemplary service. He was hamed Director of
the Year by the Hong Kong Institute of Directors in 2007. In 2019, he received the Executive Award of
the DHL/SCMP Hong Kong Business Awards, and was elected a Chartered Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Logistics and Transport. The United States Government gave him the Peace Through
Commerce Medal Award for his contribution to promoting trade between the US and Hong Kong,
and in 2022 he was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR Government in recognition of his

contribution to the development of HKIA and the aviation industry.

Beyond these honours, Mr Lam is much admired for his integrity and for his core belief that great
infrastructure must serve the community. His principles of being steadfast and responsible in every
task are reflected in his dedication to the highest standards of safety, security, and environmental
sustainability. This enthusiasm for responsible, value-creating modernisation resonates deeply with

Lingnan University’s own liberal arts values, and our commitment to serving society.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of his visionary leadership, his profound impact on Hong Kong’s
economic development, and his unwavering dedication to public service, | respectfully present

Mr Lam Tin-fuk for the conferment of an honorary fellow of Lingnan University.
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