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Ms Guo Jingjing, a native of Baoding, Hebei, was frightened of water as a young child, but she
overcame her phobia when she started diving at the age of seven. She was a professional diver for
23 years, practising the basic take-off, flight, and entry rain or shine, winter and summer, despite
frequent sports injuries and the psychological pressure of being watched by tens of thousands of

spectators at international competitions.

By dint of unflagging perseverance, self-discipline, and hard work, she finally reached the
pinnacle of world diving. All in all, she won 31 world championship titles, four Olympic gold medals
and two silver, ten World Championship gold medals, and countless Diving World Cup trophies.
She was the heart and soul of China's Dream Team of Diving. On countless occasions, Ms Guo has
stood on the podium on an international stage as the Five-star Red Flag solemnly rose, shining for

the greater glory of national sport and writing a legendary chapter in the history of world diving.

After leaving the competitive arena, Ms Guo became involved in sports administration. She
qualified as an international referee for World Aquatics. As a member of the Diving Technical
Committee, she has assisted at top-tier international events such as the Olympic Games, World
Championships, and Diving World Cup. She has been a champion of the standardisation,

diversification, and long-term development of diving worldwide.

Beyond her athletic and officiating endeavours, Ms Guo always thinks of others, and
has travelled all over the nation to promote public welfare. An Ambassador for the Hong Kong
Committee for the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), she has campaigned for the physical
and mental well-being of young people, especially left-behind children, through sports education,

nutritional support, and counselling.

In the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, Ms Guo has been Vice President
of the Guangzhou Nansha Culture Association. Attending youth exchange forums and educational
seminars in the three regions, she has used sport as a bridge for the youth of Hong Kong, Macao
and the Chinese Mainland. She has dived off that bridge into the ocean of marine conservation, too,
as a member of Friends of Ocean Action of the World Economic Forum. She has actively advocated
aquatic conservation among the general public. She has translated her profound 23-year bond with

water into long-lasting actions that benefit the public and the planet.



Despite her worldwide fame, Ms Guo remains modest, low-profile, practical, and down-to-
earth. Whether standing on a podium or visiting a simple rural classroom or an ordinary community
in the Greater Bay Area, she is both sincere and humble. Her struggle in pursuit of excellence, her
unpretentious and unassuming nature, and her spirit of serving society perfectly match Lingnan
University’s motto of "Education for Service". Ms Guo has applied her own strengths, influence, and
resources to serving the community, supporting youth, and encouraging regional integration. She
has shown through her philanthropy that the most precious professional achievement lies ultimately
in giving back.

After a brilliant athletic career lasting 23 years, Ms Guo has become a respected professional
in international sport, one who is well known for her public welfare work, especially in childcare, and
her dedication to Greater Bay Area youth exchange and marine ecological conservation. Daring and
caring in thought, persistent and consistent in action, she has throughout her life given back to the

public. She is a role model for young students from every social stratum.

Mr Chairman, | respectfully present Ms Guo Jingjing for the conferment of an honorary

fellowship of Lingnan University.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Li Donghui
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