Mr Ma Fung-kwok, GBS, JP

Honorary Fellow

Citation

Mr Ma Fung-kwok is a deeply respected and exceptionally accomplished leader who is guided
by a Hong Kong-style pragmatic, pioneering spirit as well as his great love for Chinese culture and
steadfast patriotic beliefs. His life has ranged from the film industry to public service, where he has
consistently made regular outstanding and far-reaching contributions to Hong Kong’s cultural and
creative industries, including their integration into the overall national development.

Although Mr Ma graduated with a degree in civil engineering from the Hong Kong Polytechnic
(now The Hong Kong Polytechnic University), his passion was always the cinema. In the 1970s, he
started to work at the Feng Huang (Phoenix) Motion Picture Co., a pioneer of Hong Kong cinema,
and later became part of the management team at the Sil-Metropole Organisation Ltd., where he
introduced Chinese-language cinema — particularly Chinese kung-fu flms — to a global audience.
Classics he helped champion, such as The Shaolin Temple, were early collaborations between
Hong Kong and the Chinese Mainland (the Mainland), successfully promoting the Chinese martial
arts culture to the world.

However, Mr Ma’s vision was always fixed on a goal far beyond mere commercial success. He
once remarked, “l firmly believe that the social mission of cinema is to touch people’s hearts”. He
pursued stories of “truth, goodness, and beauty” that reflect the times and provoke thought. Among
the classics, he places particular value on The Story of Qiu Ju for giving international audiences a
glimpse of simple and unadorned life in the Mainland, and praises | Have a Date with Spring for its
depiction of the late-1960s social turbulence in Hong Kong. In the 1980s and 1990s, he helped set
up the Hong Kong Motion Picture Industry Association to safeguard the interests of film-makers.
Crucially, he initiated a film registration and copyright certification system, initially in Hong Kong
but later nationally, a legal foundation for the protection of intellectual property. His foresight would
benefit the entire sector.

Mr Ma began putting his unrivalled experience to public good prior to Hong Kong’s return to
China. At the time, he expressed his enthusiasm for the arts and culture through policy formulation
and better resource coordination. Pre-eminent positions he has held include Chairman of the Hong
Kong Arts Development Council, Chairman of the Hong Kong Film Development Council, Board
Member of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority, and Deputy Chairman of the Council
of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. He has demonstrated bold leadership, helping
to build Hong Kong into Asia’s creative hub and stimulate the professional growth of its cultural
sector worldwide with outstanding design, resource allocation, talent cultivation, and international
exchanges.

Mr Ma has also served as a Legislative Council Member of the HKSAR, representing
the Election Committee and the Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and Publication functional
constituency, and as a HKSAR delegate to the National People’s Congress, where he is currently
the Head of the HKSAR Delegation. He remains an unwavering advocate for the cultural and
creative industries, promoting closer cooperation between the Mainland and Hong Kong’s film and
television industries so as to take advantage of the unprecedented opportunities of the Guangdong-



Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area to enhance industrial synergy and knowledge sharing.
Having advocated the modernisation of Hong Kong’s copyright legislation for years, he guided
the Copyright (Amendment) Bill through the Legislative Council. Passed in 2022, the Copyright
(Amendment) Ordinance has reinforced the foundation for copyright protection in the digital era.
In recognition of Mr Ma’s decades of distinguished service, he was awarded the Silver and Gold
Bauhinia Stars by the HKSAR Government in 2004 and 2020 respectively.

His community service is deeply embedded in his patriotism, and as President of the China
Federation of Literary and Art Circles Hong Kong Member Association, he has worked hard to
unite Hong Kong’s literary and arts community, promote cross-boundary cultural exchanges, and
strengthen national cultural soft power. His life has taken an unexpected turn in recent years: polar
research. He has conducted field expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic and liaised with national
ministries and research bodies to integrate Hong Kong into the nation’s polar programme.

In 2024, as Chairman of the Organising Committee for the visit of Xuelong 2 (Snow Dragon 2,
the nation’s first domestically built Antarctic research icebreaker) to Hong Kong, Mr Ma effectively
planned and oversaw the historic welcome, showing Hong Kong citizens the achievements of the
national polar expeditions close-up, and sparking immense public interest and pride towards both
polar and national scientific research, particularly among young people. Subsequently, he founded
the China HK Polar Regions Ocean Innovative Technology Centre and served as its Chairman,
building public awareness of national polar scientific research. Six Hong Kong scientists joined the
nation’s Antarctic expedition team in 2024, a new chapter in Hong Kong’s participation in national
polar expeditions. This initiative has opened up prospects for Hong Kong’s innovation and technology
and is creating a direct connection between its future and the nation’s frontier scientific exploration.

A man of culture and action, Mr Ma is a dedicated officeholder who came from a professional
career into public administration. He is a visionary leader who is devoted to his country. He has
built on his experience in various ways: from film distribution, he went on to put in place industry
standards; from cultural management, he moved on to active participation in social governance,
and, most recently, to national polar research. His generous and continuing contributions are a
testament to his great love of learning and his patriotism. Mr Ma encourages Lingnan students
to dare to aspire, holding fast to their earliest resolutions to serve society and build a career. He
urges them to seize opportunities, broaden their horizons, and learn about international trends
— especially recent developments in technology, energy, and space — and to understand every
aspect of the country.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of his invaluable contributions to Hong Kong’s cultural and
creative industries, the advancement of public affairs, cultural exchange between Hong Kong and
the Mainland, and national scientific research, | respectfully present Mr Ma Fung-kwok for the
conferment of an honorary fellowship of Lingnan University.
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