Mr Yeung Fan (Yeung Chun-fan), BBS

Honorary Fellow

Citation

“In adversity, persist with strength. In times of fortune, prosper with generosity.” This axiom
from the Mencius has encapsulated the core values of Mr Yeung Fan and the Glorious Sun Group
for more than half a century. Upholding integrity in hardship and sharing success with society
have been Mr Yeung’s guiding principles throughout his life. Since his humble youth in Huizhou,
Guangdong Province, he has been an apprentice in a garment factory in Hong Kong, a proprietor
of a small jeans workshop, a founder of a multinational enterprise, and a philanthropist and tireless
advocate for education. Mr Yeung’s life is testimony to the truth that a business that creates value
can also give back to society.

Mr Yeung was born in Huizhou in 1952 and moved to Hong Kong in 1972. When asked about
the decisive turning point of his life, he does not mention success or even setbacks in business, but
that passage from Huizhou to Hong Kong. His first great challenge was adapting to a different social
system and an entirely new environment. Yet his willingness to embrace the unknown set him on
the path to his subsequent achievements both in his career and in public service. In 1974, Mr Yeung
and his elder brother, Dr Charles Yeung, founded the Glorious Sun Fashion Garment Manufactory
(H.K.) Limited, and the Glorious Sun Group was formally established the following year. Over the
next half-century, through a series of strategic transformations, the Group evolved from a small
jeans processing operation into a multinational enterprise, and a mainstay of Hong Kong’s textile
and garment industry.

Mr Yeung often observes that the first step of a new journey is difficult, but the steps that
come after are true tests of one’s mettle. Starting a business is hard, but sustaining it and taking
it to the next level is harder still. With his keen market insight and painstaking implementation, Mr
Yeung has led four major transformations: the early relocation of production to the Chinese Mainland
(the Mainland) at the start of the Reform and Opening Up era; the integration of manufacturing and
trading in the 1980s, when the Hong Kong head office took orders and coordinated production for
customers in Europe and the US; the introduction of the Jeanswest brand in the 1990s, shifting
from manufacturing to branded retail and chain operations; and, in recent years, the creation of a
digital brand ecosystem that empowers young entrepreneurs. Jeanswest’s annual online sales have
climbed from about HK$460 million to over HK$6.1 billion, a more than tenfold increase, but for Mr
Yeung, the key to success is not merely riding the latest trend, but exercising sound judgement.
Before embarking on any initiative, he asks three questions: Should we do it? How should we do it?
And when is the right time to do it? This careful yet decisive approach has enabled Glorious Sun to
shine like a beacon, growing its core business through changing times.

Three role models have had a lasting influence on Mr Yeung. The first was his father, a kind and
considerate man who always put others before himself. The second was Chairman Mao Zedong,
whose example inspired him to start from nothing, to lay a foundation for national construction, and
to help build a country in which the Chinese people could prosper. The third is the Buddha, whose
teachings have shaped Mr Yeung’s principles of personal conduct and business management. Mr
Yeung believes that an enterprise must generate economic returns to survive, but that to prosper



over the long term, it must also earn society’s respect. Managing an enterprise well is in itself the
fulfilment of social responsibility. The Glorious Sun principle of “managing the enterprise for the
benefit of society” embodies this belief.

Mr Yeung serves as Vice Chairman and General Manager of the Glorious Sun Group;
Executive Director, Vice Chairman, and General Manager of Glorious Sun Enterprises Limited; and
Chairman of Jeanswest International (Hong Kong) Limited. For 35 years, he has organised the
Jeanswest Fashion Award, giving students a stage, a place to turn their ideas into fashion art. He is
also Vice Chairman of the China Association of Enterprises with Foreign Investment, Vice Chairman
of the China National Textile and Apparel Council, and Chairman of the Hong Kong General
Chamber of Textiles. He acts like a chain stitch in a pair of jeans, sewing the textile and garment
industries of Hong Kong and the Mainland into a glorious garment.

If Mr Yeung’s business achievements reveal his vision, his philanthropy displays his generosity.
For decades, he has led the Group’s Glorious Sun Charity Foundation, and made donations
exceeding HK$3.5 billion to education, poverty alleviation, disaster relief, and medical charities.
He was named the “Most Caring Individual Donor” by the Ministry of Civil Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China at the biennial China Charity Awards four times in a row, received the Bronze
Bauhinia Star from the HKSAR Government in 2023, and was made a University Fellow by the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 2025.

Education is the cause closest to Mr Yeung'’s heart. A member of the 13th National Committee
of the CPPCC, he has visited more than a hundred institutions nationwide, and delivered over two
hundred talks, telling his story of patient ambition to inspire the younger generation. When asked
what makes a good education, Mr Yeung gives a simple but compelling answer: it should instil
morals, that is, a sense of right and wrong. His advice follows an equally clear rule: responsibility
first, then diligence, with an unwavering moral bottom line. One should repay one’s family, society,
and country, rather than think only of oneself. Mr Yeung sees education as the foundation of
national progress, and young people as the hope of our society. He hopes that the next generation
will care about their country and contribute to their community, an aspiration that resonates strongly
with Lingnan University’s motto “Education for Service”.

Mr Yeung has never forgotten his origins, nor the needle and thread of jeans-making. Nor
has he ceased seeking ways to contribute to society. He is an entrepreneur, an industry pioneer, a
philanthropist, and a mentor. His notable achievements in business, lifelong dedication to education,
and contributions to the joint development of Hong Kong and the nation make him a model
candidate for the title of Honorary Fellow.

Mr Chairman, | respectfully present Mr Yeung Fan for the conferment of an honorary fellowship
of Lingnan University.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Frankie Lam
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