


 Part of Utrecht University, est. 1636
 Liberal Arts and Sciences, BA/BSc
 Residential campus
 Honors program

 Taught in English
 International students and staff
 Small scale
 760 students

University College Utrecht



A UCU student

 Broad academic interest

 Intellectual and cultural curiosity

 International orientation

 Motivated to make the most of their studies and life

 Socially engaged, community involvement



University College Utrecht: an introduction

http://youtu.be/wDb0YOpsn-Y
http://youtu.be/wDb0YOpsn-Y


Why Liberal Arts & Sciences 



Learning by living and working together

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCU



Liberal Arts and Sciences prepares you well



Curriculum

Humanities

Art History & Museum Studies
Chinese Language & Culture

History
Linguistics

Literature & Classics
Media Studies

Performance Studies
Philosophy

Religious Studies

Science

Biology
Chemistry

Earth & Environment
Mathematics

Medical Science
Cognitive Neuroscience

Physics

Social Science

Anthropology
Economics
Geography

Law
Political Science

Psychology
Sociology

Special Programmes:  Double degree Dutch law/LAS (4 years)
 Double degree LAS and Physics (4 years)
 Pre-medical Science



 UCU in Africa
 UCU in Utrecht
 Field research Aruba
 CHIP - UCU Cultural Heritage Program

Curriculum enrichment options

 Exchange - Study Abroad
 Internships
 Descartes College (UU)
 Summer term Courses



Graduation requirements:

 Research methodology
 Language and Culture

Academic support:

 Personal tutor
 Fellows in each discipline
 Writing and Skills Centre
 Futures Centre

Academic Requirements and Support



Curriculum

Year 1 Semester 1 Explore academic 
interests

Semester 2

Year 2 Semester 3 Major declared, 
further specialization

Semester 4

Year 3 Semester 5 Focus on major, 
research thesis 

Semester 6



Curriculum Example:   

Major: Science, Minor: Humanities

Humanities

Social Science

Science

Semester 1 Semester 2

Research in Context Spanish Language and Culture

Calculus Cognitive Science 1

Human and Animal Biology Molecular Biology 1

Introduction to Psychology Introduction to Linguistics

Summer:

Science laboratory: Medical 
Internship

Humanities

Social Science

Science

General 
requirement



Humanities

Social Science

Science

General 
requirement

Semester 3

Semester 4

Exchange: University of 
Connecticut, USA 

Courses in:

Molecular Biology 2 Biology 

Cognitive Neuroscience 2 Neuroscience

Mechanisms of Disease Linguistics

Language Form & Meaning Philosophy of language

Curriculum Example:   

Major: Science, Minor: Humanities



Humanities

Social Science

Science

General 
requirement

Semester 5 Semester 6

Advanced Molecular Cell Biology 3 Advanced Biotechnology 3

Imaging Human Brain Functions 3 Spatial Cognition 3

Language Acquisition 3
Multilingualism and language 

contact 3

Research Thesis Research Thesis

Curriculum Example:   

Major: Science, Minor: Humanities



International Exchange



Campus Community



Extracurricular Activities



Student Community



After UCU
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After UCU

 90% continues to a graduate program, 60% of which in the 
Netherlands and 40% abroad.

Alumni went to: 

 University of Amsterdam
 University of Utrecht
 Maastricht University
 Rotterdam School of Management
 London School of Economics
 University of Oxford, Edinburgh, Cambridge
 King’s College
 Harvard
 MIT



After UCU

Studies UCU graduates continued in:

Positions UCU graduates work in:



Admissions Criteria

 VWO diploma
 Full IB diploma  (32 points excl. TOK and EE)
 British A levels (AAB)
 High school degree with 4 Advanced Placement 

Certificates, in one of two combinations 
 Others: see our website

Proof of English proficiency 



Admissions Procedure

Apply through our website with:

 Letter of motivation
 Grade transcript
 Recommendation letter(s)
 Proof of English proficiency

Interview (in person or via Skype)

250 places each year



Admissions Deadlines

To start in: Apply before: 

September Jan 1/Feb 1
February September 15



Fees and  Finances

Costs 2017 – 2018 EU/EEA students non-EU/ non-EEA

Tuition fee € 3,950 € 9,500

Visa € 310

Housing and Campus 
fees

€6,200 €6,200

UCSA membership €72,50 €72,50



Fees and Finances

 Pay in instalments

 Higher tuition fee loan DUO

 Student Aid Fund

 Need-based scholarships

 FAFSA loans (USA)



UCU completion rate

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

UCU National Average

3 years

4 years

Percentage of students that graduate 

within 3 or 4 years



Open days in March and November
Register online

Come and visit us!



“Take the courses YOU want to take, graduate in the 
disciplines you want to combine. 

Expand your mind and question everything that you 
believe to be self-evident. 

This is what I believe to be the great advantage of the Liberal 
Arts approach: it breaks down walls between 

ideologies, ideas, people.”

Joris Zantvoort
University College Utrecht

Class of 2011



See you at UCU!

www.uu.nl/ucu

ucu.info@uu.nl

http://www.uu.nl/ucu

