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Romer’s tree frog (Liuixalus romeri)
is the most precious species and is found

solely

in Hong Kong and considered endangered by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Its native habitat is on the outlying islands of Hong Kong
(Lantau, Chep Lap Kok, Po Toi and Lamma). During the
construction of the new airport in 1992, the Chep Lap
Kok population of Romer’s tree frog was saved by being
translocated to multiple localities across Hong Kong.
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MESSAGE

FROM THE

VICE-PRESIDENT
Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK
Vice-President
Lam Man Tsan Chair Professor of Comparative Policy
Lingnan University, Hong Kong

We care for the lives around us. They underlie every research that we do. From our animal friends to
our families, and present and future communities, these lives are the driving force behind the stories in this latest issue.
We recently launched the Natural History Collection of local amphibian and reptile specimens, to document Hong
Kong’s biodiversity and support conservation, public research and education. We are also helping advance a better
society through policy recommendations impacting Hong Kong children’s well-being and development. Beyond the
home, we are enriching lives through community initiatives like the Jockey Club ICH+ Innovative Heritage Education
Programme, which integrates contemporary art with traditional craftsmanship. Looking towards the future, we are
committed to impacting more lives by pioneering a hub for innovation, entrepreneurship and design thinking that
empowers the younger generation to keep caring for the lives of others.
Ever committed to improving the world around us, Lingnan University has officially become a member of the
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) of the United Nations (UN). Through this global initiative, we
are joining forces with universities, research centres and other knowledge institutions to carry out local action plans in
support of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.
As we adapt through a difficult time together, we are grateful for the community and the industry, whose growing
support affirms the enduring social value and relevance of our work. These numbers truly inspire us to keep delivering
on our passion and strengths in research and knowledge transfer: a cumulative income growth from ongoing social
projects and contract research of 209% and 54% respectively, which were at record high at $43.8 million and
$25.4 million; an 83% growth, from $3.98 million to $7.29 million, in income from professional projects including
consultancies; and a total contract value of $17.6 million for 30 new projects as supported by the industry, charities,
NGOs and government departments.
May this newsletter serve as an inspiration to you to keep looking forward to a better future. Stay well and stay safe!
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Times Higher Education (THE) University Impact Rankings 2020

2

nd

worldwide for

Quality Education

QS Asia University Rankings 2021

in
19
Asia among

Top

%

No.1 in

Citation per
paper jumps
by

> 650
institutions

International
Faculty

176
places

No.1 in

No.1 in

27 th in

Inbound
Exchange
Students

Outbound
Exchange
Students

since
2017

International
Students

Knowledge Transfer Funds 2019/20

209%
Cumulative income
from ongoing social
projects

54%
Cumulative income
from ongoing contract
research projects

83%
Income for the year from
professional projects
including consultancies
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Hong Kong is famous for its commerce and 21st century modernity, but also for its beautiful natural scenery
and mountain trails. However, as the recent enthusiasm for hiking has shown, even the countryside can get a
little overcrowded. The population of amphibians and reptiles, some of which are unique to Hong Kong, has
fallen dramatically in recent decades, and some species are now facing extinction.
Let’s see how our scientists at the Science Unit (SU) led by Prof Mark McGinley foster a biodiversity-friendly
city in their work of Conserving, Documenting and Discovering the natural life around us.

Citizen Scientists
Apart from conducting research, our scientists enjoy teaching non-science students at Lingnan University,
Hong Kong’s liberal arts university, and hope that, as graduates, they will be able to apply this scientific
knowledge to a broad scope of industries and professions.

T

ake the example of an administrative officer in the government.
If they have the right mindset about the environment, they can
contribute more than an ecologist like me in terms of promoting the
right policies.
Prof Yik-Hei Sung, Assistant Professor of SU

In a project funded by the University’s Knowledge Transfer Project Fund, Assistant Professor Jonathan Fong
collaborated with the Outdoor Wildlife Learning Hong Kong to reach out to the young and old in the
community, engage them in intergenerational partnerships, and innovatively train them to be “Citizen
Scientists” in experiential learning for the conservation of reptiles and amphibians in distinct locations of Hong
Kong which hold populations of different exotic species.
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Citizen
Scientists -

Fostering a
biodiversity-friendly
city

Unique specimen collection
The SU has recently established a publicly accessible Natural History
Collection of specimens of local amphibians and reptiles to document Hong Kong’s
biodiversity for research, conservation and education purposes.
https://lingnancollection.wixsite.com/naturalhistory
More than 500 individual specimens, representing 92% of the amphibian species and 36% of the reptile
species in Hong Kong are documented in this database currently. It covers species of high conservation or
scientific research values, such as the white-headed blind snake and Romer’s tree frog which is found only in
Hong Kong - so precious! (see inside front cover)
The Collection contributes to the goals of Hong Kong Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, and is funded
nearly HK$1.1 million by the Environment and Conservation Fund of the HKSAR Government.
“Specimens represent a valuable resource for future generations, often for uses that we currently cannot
predict. For example, the impact of climate change was revealed by comparing specimens from modern
times to those collected in 1911, when there was no concept of climate change,” said research team leader
Prof Jonathan Fong.

White-headed blind snake
- unique to Hong Kong

Lives in our Environment
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Novel

reproductive

behaviour discovered
A novel form of reproductive behaviour observed in a native
frog species, Lau’s Leaf Litter Toad (Leptobrachella laui) has
been reported by Assistant Professor Yik-Hei Sung.
Unconventionally, the female frog positions herself on top of the
male, which is a reverse of the more usual mating arrangement.
This interesting discovery has been published in the latest issue
of the international academic journal Ecosphere.
Prof Sung said that frogs and toads use external fertilisation, when the female releases her eggs outside her body,
the male releases his sperm on the eggs at the same time. In all known forms of mating in frogs and toads, the
male mounts the female or stations horizontally himself to align his reproductive organ with the female’s. However
in Lau’s Leaf Litter Toad this does not happen. The male gives the female a piggyback ride to a hidden location
where they complete reproduction. Prof Sung calls this “sex-reversed inguinal amplexus” and says “This behaviour
has not been observed in other species of frogs and toads, but the frogs conceal themselves soon after pairing, so
that it is hard to determine if this is simply a ride on the male’s back or how the eggs are fertilised. In fact, despite
the endeavours of local herpetologists, Lau’s Leaf Litter Toad eggs have never been documented before.”
Prof Sung believes that Lau’s Leaf Litter Toads adopt an alternative reproductive behaviour because places to lay
their eggs are rare. A male toad finds and guards an ideal egg-laying location such as a rock crevice and carries
female there. This may confer reproductive efficiency as they can stay away from predatory risks and deposit eggs
somewhere safe to develop, and bringing a mate to their territory increases their reproductive success.

T

he discovery of this new mating behaviour
demonstrates the variety of natural wonders
even in a small city like Hong Kong.
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Gauging the
polluting effects

of

holy smoke

Hong Kong’s pollution problems are well documented
and pose a significant risk to the health of the population.
Local road and marine traffic, as well as regional industry,
are cited as primary culprits, but there are also noxious
contributions from less frequently publicised sources.

Backed by a HK$500,000 grant from the Environment and Conservation Fund,
Prof Paulina Wong, Assistant Professor of Science Unit (SU), is studying ‘Fine
particulate matter pollution from incense burning at temples in Hong Kong’.
The two-year project, which she began working on in 2019, will examine the areas
affected by the PM2.5, or the fine particulate matter, emissions from this source, and
the way in which the effects fluctuate over time.
Given that incense is routinely burned at the city’s temples, Prof Wong then wondered
how these emissions played into Hong Kong’s overall pollution problem. One of the
challenges she faces in her latest study is distinguishing between the pollutants that
originate in the temples and those coming from passing vehicles, as the temples are often located, not only in tightlypacked residential areas, but also by busy roads. Another challenge has been gaining the access she needs, as some of
the temple authorities have concerns that recommendations which may arise from Prof Wong’s study may lead to calls
for their temples to be relocated.
The goals of her project are to not only collect evidence of the ambient air pollution created by incense burning at
temples, evidence which can then be used to estimate the health exposure of people living nearby, but also contribute
to methodological advances in the field of environmental health and provide support for future policies.

Lives in our Environment
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New
Institute
of Policy
Studies

To encourage and support cross-faculty, inter-university

The theme of this year’s conference was Innovations

and international collaboration in the study of economic

of Higher Education Amid the Pandemic: Institutional

and social development, policy and governance,

Management, Teaching, and Research Perspectives.

Lingnan University has established the Institute of

Ninety distinguished speakers from 13 countries and

Policy Studies (IPS) to care for the lives around us.

regions discussed their ideas and analysis with both inperson and online audiences.

The annual Conference for Higher Education
Research (CHER) was organised by IPS, School
of Graduate Studies and the Asia Pacific Higher
Education Research Partnership in collaboration with
the UK’s University of Bath and Durham University in
November 2020, offering the education sector a chance
to take stock of the valuable lessons that have already
been learned, and propose ways forward into a radically
different, post-COVID future.

Caring for Lives Around Us
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Psychological
distance reduces
Hong Kong people’s
intention to live in
GBA cities

• Dr Genghua HUANG,
Research Assistant
Professor of GS

Prof Alex Yuefeng ZHU, Research Assistant Professor of GS, said

A survey “Understanding Hong Kong working

that the survey results indicate a significant relationship between

adults’ aspiration for taking up residence in

psychological distance and people’s perception of the GBA.

the Greater Bay Area cities”, conducted by

“Psychological distance is composed of temporal, spatial and social

the School of Graduate Studies (GS), found that

distances. Uncertainty about the GBA’s future produces a sense of

the psychological distance definitely reduces

temporal distance; the border control between Mainland China

people’s intention to move to the Greater Bay

and Hong Kong creates a sense of spatial distance, and the different

Area (GBA). The research team noted an urgent

institutional arrangements and lifestyles of the two regions lead to

need for policymakers to raise public awareness

social distance, which inevitably reduces positivity and any intention

of the positive aspects of the GBA and its future

to move to the GBA.”

development.
Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK, Vice-President, who led the study, urged
Survey results show that over 60 per cent of

policymakers to encourage people to work or move to GBA cities

the respondents indicated that they had visited

by eliminating the psychological distance. “The most important

GBA cities in the past 12 months. With regard

thing is to raise public awareness of the positive aspects of the GBA’s

to people’s concerns about moving to GBA

future and development, as this may minimise situational concerns

cities, respondents were worried about low

and increase the likelihood of their visiting a GBA city, which may

wages, internet restrictions and high tax rates in

encourage them to move. We highly recommend field visits and

the GBA. Respondents took a relatively neutral

face-to-face exchanges between high-income individuals in Hong

position on whether they would consider

Kong and GBA cities, as the high-income group was more interested

moving to GBA cities to live and work with an

in visiting the GBA.”

average score of 2.5 (out of 5).
This sur vey was published in the international academic
journal Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy in January 2021.
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Promoting workplace
diversity can blur the socio-political

differences between mainland and
Hong Kong professionals
Many of mainland talents have encountered

The research project “From Bonding to Bridging: Building

significant social divisions in workplaces during

Social Cohesion between Mainland Talents and Hong Kong

social incidents in 2014 and 2019. The social

Professionals” conducted by Prof Vincent Zhouyi WEN of Asia-

divisions mirror existing cleavages along ethnic,

Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies with the funding from the special

linguistic, ideological and even consumeristic

round of the Public Policy Research Funding Scheme, Policy

lines between Hong Kong people and mainland

Innovation and Co-ordination Office, aims to identify the effective

Chinese. The political distinction between

way of enhancing intergroup contact between mainland talents and

mainland talents and Hong Kong professionals

Hong Kong professionals.

corresponds to a socio-cultural distinction
between broadly the same segments of the

Research from May to October 2020, mainland talents highly

community. The high within-group ties and

appreciate the expertise and experience of their Hong Kong

consistent lines of cleavages are mutually

colleagues. Professional collaboration in the workplace provides a

reinforcing in the social incidents.

solid foundation for intergroup contact. Hong Kong’s international
environment and merit-based institutions also facilitate the interaction.

Key policy recommendations
• Focus on promoting professional
exchange between mainland
and Hong Kong professionals
in workplace and professional
associations

• Promote workplace diversity
to blur the socio-political fault
lines between mainland talents
and Hong Kong professionals

• Encourage universities to
enhance the multicultural
opportunities for students,
and nurture their cultural
competence

Caring for Lives Around Us
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Children’s
well-being

ranks lowest with
dissatisfaction over
‘time use’ and
‘being listened to by adults’
In a recent international survey conducted by Lingnan University who participated in the third section of the
Children’s World’s “International Survey of Children’s Well-Being”, the overall well-being of Hong Kong children
aged 12 and 10 ranked the lowest and second lowest respectively when compared with the 35 participating
countries or regions. In the 15 aspects of lives, Hong Kong children’s scores on “leisure time use” and “being
listened to by adults” are the lowest among neighboring Asian regions.

Prof Maggie Ka Wai LAU, Research Associate Professor of School of Graduate
Studies and principal investigator of the project, considers that the situation in
Hong Kong is cause for concern. She said: “The lack of autonomy in how Hong Kong
children use their time, coupled with their feeling of stress in daily life, reduces their
overall well-being and affects their mental health.”

Prof Stefan KÜHNER, Associate Professor of Department of Sociology and Social
Policy said that the well-being of children in Hong Kong still lags behind other
parts of the world, and that the Government, schools and parents must address and
improve the situation in order to reach international standards. “In order to provide
a healthy, full life for children, parents need to spend more quality time relaxing,
chatting and playing with them,” Prof Kühner said.
“Parents should listen to them, care more about their school life and teach them how to make
the best use of their spare time, balancing their studies and life. Schools should also promote healthy living and
inclusiveness to minimise bullying. The Government should create a way for children to be heard and provide
more recreational facilities,” he said.
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Creating an
enabling
environment
for early childhood
development

This research funded by the Public Policy Research Funding Scheme from
Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office investigated the mediating
roles of parental investment and parental distress in the link between poverty and
children’s cognitive development, including attention and executive functioning, language
(Cantonese and English), memory and learning, and visuospatial processing.
The team led by Prof Maggie Ka Wai LAU of School of Graduate Studies conducted assessments and
surveys with preschool children and their parents in the 2019/2020 academic year, with an aim to inform
policies in relation to the advocacy of maximum working hours, flexible work-life balance arrangements,
quality parenting, accessibility of childcare service as well as promoting maternal employment:
• compared with household income, parental

• the advocacy of active implementation of family-

time investment and quality child-parent

friendly policies, promotion of quality parenting,

interactions generate positive impacts on

and increased access to childcare services will be

early child cognitive development

crucial to enable parents to engage in learningrelated activities with their children

Key policy recommendations
• Promotion of familyfriendly policies
To provide direct or indirect
subsidies to companies
undertaking family-friendly
policies

• Advocacy of quality
parenting
To provide subsidies to nongovernmental organisations
to promote quality parenting
in early childhood

• Increase accessibility to
childcare services
To implement fee remission
measures to increase the
accessibility to childcare services
and to support the family
function of working mothers

Caring for Lives Around Us
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Institutional constraints

to the extension of social insurance coverage
to informal economy workers in China
While urban employee social insurance has widened significantly in recent years, workers in the informal
economy lack pension and medical coverage to the extent and at the levels of adequacy enjoyed by
urban formal employees.
China’s fragmented and decentralised social protection delivery and fiscal systems limit the country’s capacity
to implement national policy guidelines promoting social insurance coverage.
The decentralisation of social insurance administration creates opportunities for service innovation,
responsiveness, and adaptation to local social and economic circumstances.
However, the mismatch between national policy objectives and local capacities and incentives for their
implementation crowd out efforts to secure the adequate protection of workers in the informal economy.
This research considers institutional and administrative barriers for expanding social insurance coverage to workers in
the informal economy in China, and presents some of the causes of these misalignments and illustrates some ways
through which China is attempting to overcome regulatory and administrative barriers to policy implementation.
Conducted by Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK and Prof Vincent Zhouyi WEN from Institute of Policy Studies with their
collaborators from National Singapore University and Hong Kong Baptist University, the research has created its
impact with citation by the International Labour Organization.

15
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Promoting smart
elderly care services

Lingnan and HKT have signed a memorandum of
understanding to promote gerontechnology in support
of smart ageing and socialpreneurship development
in Hong Kong, so that HKT will participate in the
Gerontech–X Lab and Social Enterprise Intelligent
Hub (SEI Hub), two projects in the three-year “LU Jockey
Club Gerontechnology and Smart Ageing Project” funded
by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.
In the Gerontech–X Lab on Lingnan campus, HKT will demonstrate innovative gerontechnology solutions for elderly care
centres related to health monitoring, accident prevention and rehabilitation. And in the SEI Hub, a cloud-based resources
platform that connects different interests, HKT will share knowledge to encourage further research into gerontechnology and
smart ageing, and provide consultancy services.

Helping the elderly
to prevent COVID-19 with
Chinese Medicine
Since its outbreak, the highly contagious COVID-19 virus has spread rapidly and globally.
According to data from the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the
death rate at about 14.8% is highest in people aged 80 and over. For this reason, Lingnan
University is launching this programme showing the efficacy of Chinese medicine in
helping the elderly to prevent infection and reduce the risk involved, as is the saying of
wisdom "prevention is better than cure".
Sponsored by the Chinese Medicine Development Fund and carried out by Lingnan’s
Chinese Medicine Clinic, the programme is delivered at two stages of “During the
epidemic” and “After the epidemic has eased”. At the first stage, registered Chinese
medicine practitioners visit elderly service providers to teach them how to make the
Chinese herbal soups which raise resistance to viruses and diseases. Recorded lectures on
how Chinese medicine may prevent COVID-19 infections are uploaded onto a dedicated
YouTube channel.
Two half-day seminars will be held at the second stage, with a booklet entitled "Prevention
and Treatment of COVID-19 for the Elderly - Chinese Medicine" provided for the elderly
and their carers. The content will be made available on YouTube, and video discs will be
distributed to elderly service providers and organisations in Hong Kong.

Caring for Lives Around Us

16

FEATURES

New
Life to Arts
of Age

New Life to Arts of Age

18

Creative
art pieces

revitalise cultural
heritage
Funded by The

Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust, the Jockey Club
ICH+ Innovative Heritage Education
Programme is jointly launched by Lingnan University's
Hong Kong and South China Historical Research Programme
(HKSCHRP) and Hong Kong Art School for a period of 4.5
years in collaboration with schools in Hong Kong. Through
experiential learning that integrates contemporary art
methods into traditional craftsmanship, the programme
aims to revitalise the intangible cultural heritage of
Hong Kong and inherit the folk wisdom of ages.

The second annual showcase of the programme
with three distinctive themes was opened from
July to August 2020. With over a 1,000 art pieces
by instructors and students, the exhibition
boasted revolutionary content, hoping to strike
a chord with people of different ages and
backgrounds.
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History of Hong Kong industries in three books by

Prof Chi Pang LAU, HKSCHRP

Airport industry

Bar bending and
fixing industry

Construction
industry workers
training
New Life to Arts of Age
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Exploring
and trekking

Hong Kong historic
cinema districts
Supported by the Innovation and Impact Fund initiated by Lingnan’s Office
of Research and Knowledge Transfer, the Centre for Film and Creative
Industries led by Prof Emilie Yueh Yu YEH presents the findings of the
research project “Screen Practices in Colonial Hong Kong” to the public
interested in the history of Hong Kong or Hong Kong films, through interactive
guided walking tours to Central, the historic cinema district in Hong Kong.
Secondary and tertiary school teachers and students are especially welcome.

Soundtrack to
Asia’s quest for
self-determination
and modernity

Having studied the relationship between
Indian music and modern Indian
society, Prof Tejaswini NIRANJANA,
Department of Cultural Studies, has
been testing whether some of the same
propositions hold true in mainland China
and Hong Kong. She has, however, been
taking a different and creative approach in this
instance by working with musicians in a practice experiment.

In her book, Musicophilia in Mumbai published in February 2020, Prof Niranjana traces the role of Hindustani classical
music as the city evolved after the end of British colonial rule. The research question she focused on is why, when
Indians were becoming part of the modern world and creating their own modernity, did they continue to be obsessed
with this, so-called, “old time” music? In the book, she doesn’t examine the form of the music but instead explores a
larger cultural/social/political issue through a cultural phenomenon that’s become so dominant in that space.
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The research has identified significant historical sites

To bridge the past and the present, the historical

of film exhibition in Hong Kong from 1897 to the early

narratives about early cinema are supplemented by

1920s. Although most theatres in the historic cinema

contemporary Hong Kong film history, which involves

district were demolished, the walking tours led by the

history of the theatres and the development of film

noteworthy film guide will connect contemporary Central

exhibition and reception in Hong Kong. Filming

with the past through historical narratives illustrated by

locations in the district and the corresponding films are

the materials collected by the research team.

introduced during the walk.

After completing her research in India, Prof Niranjana wondered if, in other
parts of Asia, the same connection between modernity and a reclaiming of
a cultural tradition was happening. What she’s now doing in her work with
Chinese musicians, both in Hong Kong and on the mainland, is test whether
some of the same propositions hold in a very different context.
  
As a singer, rather than a musicologist, herself, the inspiration for
Prof Niranjana's approach came from witnessing a jamming session between
Indian musicians she had brought to Shanghai for the Biennale, and their
Chinese counterparts. The Saath-Saath Project, which she subsequently
created, involves a series of cross-cultural collaborations between musicians,
composers and scholars, which aim to prompt an examination of cultural
practice in China and India.
New Life to Arts of Age

22

Philosophical and
pragmatic perspective

on art restoration

Whether by accident, malicious intent, or natural
process, beautiful and culturally significant works
of art tend to change or deteriorate over time
In his work in the field of art restoration, Prof Rafael De Clercq of Department of Philosophy has drawn on his
understanding of aesthetics and metaphysics to answer two fundamental questions: first, what is art restoration
supposed to achieve; and, second, what is permissible in the achieving of this goal.
The most common current guidelines for art restoration – such as The Venice Charter for buildings - assume that,
when a work is restored, what is original and what is not should always be visible and immediately apparent to all
viewers, not just experts.
Prof De Clercq, though, is unconvinced by the prevailing arguments for such a rigidly purist attitude to what
constitutes permissible approaches to restoration. Though all sides of this argument accept the principle of “minimal
intervention” - in other words, no more should be done than is necessary to achieve the goal of restoration - he
considers a key restriction on what is permissible relates to identity.
While accepting, of course, that practical considerations, as well as the goal of the restoration, should be taken into
account, he believes there are circumstances in which it is perfectly acceptable to add new parts to an artwork
without making these additions immediately apparent. If the additions are documented, and there is no attempt to
falsify the historical evidence, Prof De Clercq does not see why this should be viewed as a form of dishonesty.
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LEI

joins
international
iAccelerate
Innovation
Network

Lingnan Entrepreneurship
Initiative (LEI), a collaborative
Innovation and Entrepreneurship (I&E)
platform at Lingnan, has become an
international member of the iAccelerate

Innovation Network to connect
student entrepreneurs and budding startups
with international partners for collaboration
and knowledge sharing.

Created by iAccelerate, a community-focused
business accelerator and incubator programme
at the University of Wollongong (UOW), Australia,
the Network is a handpicked group of partners looking
to enhance international cooperation, including
sharing resources such as education materials, industry
expertise, speakers, mentors and investors to drive
national and international modernisation.

Photo:
iAccelerate@University of Wollongong
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Pioneering a
unique hub
for innovation,
entrepreneurship and
design thinking
Lingnan Entrepreneurship Initiative (LEI) is a partner
in Stanford University’s University Innovation Fellows
Program, and each year it sends three to four students to the
Hasso Plattner Institute of Design (d.school) to develop their
innovative, entrepreneurship mindset and design thinking.
These students return to Hong Kong with advanced, inventive
grounding and guidance, which they can transfer to their peers
and apply on campus.
Thanks to his proposed project “Inclusive Entrepreneurship
in the Local Community”, Mr Nicholas OOI, LEI programme
manager was selected by the programme’s inaugural Faculty
Innovation Fellows Program which aims to improve the
innovation ecosystems in schools and help students gain vital
real-world skills and mindsets. He is the only faculty champion
selected from Hong Kong or indeed the region.
In this two-year programme, Mr Ooi will meet regularly with
about 20 fellow faculty champions and experts from around the
world to learn new change strategies, develop projects, gather
feedback on ideas and share resources.

LEI organised this webinar in September 2020 for students to
learn how venture capital and angel investment operate and
what kind of start-up they select for long term investment.
Another talk by the Director of the Office of Research and
Knowledge Transfer highlighted the importance of social
impact and financial sustainability of social enterprises.

Joy of Life in Innovations
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Honours
to

Top
LU 2%World's
Scientists

Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK

Prof Dean TJOSVOLD

Prof Oi Ling SIU

Vice-President and
Dean of the School of
Graduate Studies

Emeritus Professor at the
Department of Management

Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Chair Professor
of Applied Psychology

Lingnan's
research into

A recent study published in
Higher Education Evaluation

international higher
education ranks among
the best in Asia

and Development ( Januar y
2021) showed that Lingnan’s
scholarly research into the
internationalisation of higher
education ranks among the best in
Asia. The study examines published
works from 2013 to 2018 focusing on the internationalisation of
higher education in Asia. According to the study, Prof Joshua
Ka Ho MOK, Vice-President, is one of the top four leading
authors in the region, taking productivity and the number of
citation counts into account.
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Six members of Lingnan University are in the

World’s Top 2% Scientists released by
Stanford University in the US

Prof Man Leung WONG
Professor and Head of the
Department of Computing
and Decision Sciences

The names of the late
and
Prof Ray FORREST
Prof Michael FIRTH
(formerly)
Centre for Social Policy
and Social Change

(formerly)
Department of Finance
and Insurance

are also on this prestigious list

Stanford’s large database adopts a composite indicator based on standardised citation
metrics, including the number of citations, h-index (measuring scientific research
output) and co-authorship. The study analysed data from 1965 to 2019, covering about
seven million scientists and scholars in 22 major fields.

The study also highlights the growing influence and

measuring the knowledge-producing and talent-

impact of rankings pertaining to higher education

catching capacity of higher education institutions,”

as a research cluster in promoting international

notes the study.

and regional research in higher education. The
leading scholars in this cluster include Prof Mok

Lingnan University acts as the Secretariat of the Asia

and Prof Simon MARGINSON from the University of

Pacific Higher Education Research Partnership

Oxford, UK. Global rankings nurturing research into

(APHERP), which co-promotes comparative and

the internationalisation of higher education in Asia

international research into higher education policy

have become “a barometer of global competition

and governance.

Honours to LU
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RGC recognises
Lingnan scholar

for excellent research and
performance
Prof Oi Ling SIU, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences
and Chair Professor of Applied Psychology, has received
HK$585,800 under the Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship Scheme (HSSPFS) of the Research
Grants Council for the project “Economic, Psychological,
and Social Costs of Occupational Stress in the Big
Bay Area: Growth Mindset and Psychological Capital
as Stress Moderators”, which evaluates occupational
stressors in employees in the Greater Bay Area. This is the
largest grant awarded to any of the eight funded HSSPFS
projects of the year.

29
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Lingnan scholars and
publications win international awards
For his outstanding editorial work in the Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture; PRISM:
Theory and Modern Chinese Literature, and the Lingnan Journal of Chinese Studies,
Prof Zongqi CAI, Chair Professor of the Department of Chinese, has been named
by the Council of Editors of Learned Journals (CELJ) as 2020 Distinguished Editor,
the highest honour given by the CELJ. Prof Cai is also the first editor of a journal of Asian
literature and culture to receive this award.
The Lingnan Journal of Chinese Studies, where Prof Cai is
Editor-in-Chief, was listed in the Taiwan Humanities Citation
Index Core journal by the Research Institute for the Humanities
and Social Sciences. This is yet another achievement
confirming the high quality of Lingnan scholarships since
the Journal of Asian Public Policy, edited by Prof Joshua
Ka Ho MOK, Vice-President, was included in the prestigious
Social Sciences Citation Index in October 2020.

Also in January 2021, Prof Larry QIU, Chair Professor of the Department of
Economics, won the T.K. Ann International Trade Award’s Excellent Paper Award
for “Trade Liberalization and Domestic Vertical Integration: Evidence from China”, the
research paper he co-authored with his former students, Prof Qing LIU of the Renmin
University of China and Assistant Professor Chaoqun ZHAN of Lingnan (University)
College at Sun Yat-sen University. Prof Qiu’s was judged one of the best four.

Prof Darrell ROWBOTTOM, Professor of the Department of Philosophy, is one
of only three Hong Kong scholars who received “The 8th Outstanding Scientific
Research Output Award (Humanities and Social Sciences) for Higher Education
Institutions - 2nd Class Award" from our Ministry of Education. His winning work,
Extending the Argument from Unconceived Alternatives: Observations, Models, Predictions,
Explanations, Methods, Instruments, Experiments, and Values, was supported by the
Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Scheme from the Research
Grants Council in 2013-14.

Honours to LU
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Success
in Funds Bidding
HK$
Leisure and Cultural Services Department Intangible Cultural Heritage Funding Scheme
Research and Publication on the Items of the “Representative List
of the ICH of Hong Kong”

2,119,600

Lions Clubs International District 303 Hong Kong & Macao, China
Research and Writing of the Commemorative Publication for the
60th Anniversary of Lions Clubs International District 303 - Hong
Kong & Macao, China

536,470

Master Insight Media Limited
Research on the History of Chinachem Group

100,000

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust
LU Jockey Club Health and Financial Education Programme for
Elderly

Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK
School of Graduate Studies

7,780,000

United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia
United Board Fellows Program Impact Study: A Comprehensive
Evaluation

154,900

University of Cambridge & Lingnan University
Striking the Right Balance: Transnational higher education and the
US/UK-Hong-Kong-China triangle

165,000

Wofoo Social Enterprises
Wofoo Joseph Lee Laboratory and Expert Training Project
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Prof Chi Pang LAU
Hong Kong and South China
Historical Research Programme

Prof Oi Ling SIU
Wofoo Joseph Lee Consulting
and Counselling Psychology
Research Centre

Mr Lin Ho Man
Digitalized Working Class Culture in Smart City

Prof Ngai PUN
Centre for Cultural Research
and Development

Templeton World Charity Foundation
Replication and extension of crucial John Grimes experiment:
Change detection during saccades (LU Part)

Prof Alan LEE
Depar tment of Applied
Psychology

Accelerating Research and Impact

1,000,000

840,000

HK$
Research Grants Council - Theme-based Research Scheme
Financial Technology, Stability, and Inclusion (LU Part)

Prof Lai WEI
Depar tment of Finance and
Insurance

Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office Public Policy Research Funding Scheme
Can Hong Kong’s Current Competition Policy Meet the Challenge
of Increasing Economic Integration with the Greater Bay Area?

Prof Ping LIN
Depar tment of Economics

Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office Public Policy Research Funding Scheme
Cooling measures in Hong Kong and its residential property
market

2,287,000

974,510

Prof Laura Yonglin WANG

485,070

Depar tment of Economics

Environment and Conservation Fund
Assessing the efficacy of ecological enhancements in Hong Kong’s
river channels for mitigating the fragmentation of freshwater
animal communities

Dr Jia Huan LIEW
Science Unit

998,000

Environment and Conservation Fund
Territory-wide environmental DNA (eDNA) survey on distribution
and status of invasive freshwater fish and crayfish

Dr Anthony Yin Kun LAU
Science Unit

500,000

Prof Eric SEE-TO

388,246

Education Bureau - Gifted Education Fund
To learn AI-based real problems solving skills in a playful
environment for gifted students

Depar tment of Computing and
Decision Sciences

National Office of Philosophy and Social Sciences of the
People's Republic of China - The National Social Science
Fund of China
The development and retrenchment of the Minimum Livelihood
Guarantee Scheme (dibao) in provincial China and policy
recommendation

Dr Genghua HUANG
Lingnan University-South China
University of Technology Joint
Research Centre for Greater
Bay Area Social Policy and
Governance

五邑大學 - 五邑大學港澳聯合研發基金
健康智慧養老大數據監護系統研發與應用 (LU Part)

Prof Dickson CHAN
Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing
Studies

RMB

200,000

RMB

80,000

Success in Funds Bidding
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Conferences
& Webinars

Lingnan supports Digital
Transformation in promoting Smart City
and Smart Governance
Prof Joshua Ka Ho MOK, Vice-President and Dean of School of Graduate
Studies, was invited to give a talk at the Hong Kong Public Key Infrastructure
Forum Conference in January 2021. The topic of the conference, which was
organised by the Hong Kong Public Key Infrastructure Forum Limited
(HKPKIF), was "Evolution and Localization of Public Key Infrastructure
and Digital Identity - Digital Trust Ecosystem". Public Key Infrastructure (PKI)
members from Hong Kong, and experts from the US, shared and promoted the
concepts of secured digital PKI infrastructure and the relevance of DecentralizedID (DID) technology for the implementation of digital identity so as to help reopen
businesses, speed up public services, streamline KYC and financial transactions,
and connect students with employers.
The conference was supported by the HKSAR Government and major
representatives of industry and commerce, along with Lingnan University.
Mr Alfred Sit, JP, Secretary for Innovation and Technology, and Dr Bernard Chan, JP,
Under Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development also gave speeches
at the event.
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Lingnan research team and doctoral students joined the

3rd NCCU-Lingnan International Research Seminar
In December 2020, College of Education, National Chengchi University (NCCU) in Taiwan successfully hosted the 3rd NCCULingnan International Research Seminar with the topic of “The Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Higher Education
Policies: International Mobility, Student Learning Outcomes, and Research Development”. This event is part of the
research seminar series co-organised by Lingnan University and NCCU for developing research collaboration and doctoral
student training, with the support of Lingnan’s Institute of Policy Studies and the Higher Education Evaluation and
Accreditation Council of Taiwan.
Due to the pandemic, the Research Seminar was held in the hybrid format, and Lingnan participants joined the
Seminar online. This year, speakers and participants from the US, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Mainland China, Malaysia, Norway,
Burma, Ghana, and Nigeria shared their research related to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on higher education
policies. Various aspects of this topic were discussed, including higher education policymaking and internationalization,
digitalization, research development, the new learning model, and students’ online learning experiences and outcomes.

More
Conferences
& Webinars
1. Chair Professor Research Sharing Webinar Series

March-May 2021

2. Into the Greater Bay Area and Explore the New Opportunities Lecture Series

March-April 2021

3. Postgraduate Conference on Interdisciplinary Learning: Re-Imagining Postgraduate
Studies in the 21st Century and Beyond

26-27 March 2021

4. Symposium on Internationalisation and Quality Management in Higher Education

20 March 2021

5. Lecture Series on Innovative Technology X Finance: the Status Quo and Future Trends
of Financial Technology Development

March 2021

6. Development in Education in East Asia: Searching for New Research Directions

26 February 2021

7. Contemporary Chinese Mobilities in East/Southern Africa

26 February 2021

8. Joint Research Workshops and a Webinar Series on China and India Studies | Bouncing
back from COVID-19: Comparative perspectives from China and India

2 February 2021

9. Lingnan-Wuhan Online Workshop - Trade and Development

28 November 2020

10. 《嶺南學報》復刊學術會議之八「早期中國的經典與語言」學術研討會

7 November 2020

11. Peking - Lingnan - Wisconsin-Madison Education Forum

5 November 2020

12. Research Training Workshop | Digital Humanities, Pandemic Futures

23-24 October 2020

13. Cities and Governance Seminar Series

September-December 2020

14. Global Higher Education Webinar Series

September-December 2020
Conferences & Webinars
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New Books
Ethnic Minorities, Media and
Participation in Hong Kong:
Creative and Tactical Belonging

African Transnational Mobility
in China: Africans on the Move

Author:
Prof Lisa Yuk Ming LEUNG
Department of Cultural Studies

Author:
Prof Roberto CASTILLO
Department of Cultural Studies

Law and Social Solidarity in
Contemporary China:
A Durkheimian Analysis

建造香港：方圜平直

Author:
Dr Peng HAN
Department of Accountancy

Author:
Prof Chi Pang LAU
Department of History

社會•作家•文本：
南來文人的香港書寫

Ethnic Minority-Serving Institutions:
Higher Education Case Studies from
the United States and China

Author:
Ms Hoi Yin SHUM
Department of Chinese

Author:
Dr Weiyan XIONG
School of Graduate Studies

Censorship in Japan

Western Theory in East Asian Contexts:
Translation and Transtextual Rewriting

Authors:
Dr Hoi Yan YAU
Department of Cultural Studies
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Dr Heung Wah WONG

Author:
Prof Leo Tak Hung CHAN
Department of Translation

歷史不止一種寫法 :
十篇書評裏的歷史學景觀

Falling short: the bildungsroman and
the crisis of self-fashioning

Author:
Dr Sheng MAO
Department of History

Author:
Prof Aleksandar STEVIC
Department of English

Accelerating Research and Impact

UGC

commendations

for Knowledge Transfer
at Lingnan 2019/20
"We would like to congratulate LU’s impressive performance in expanding KT activities
in the past year, which resulted in an increase of 209 % and 54 % respectively in cumulative

income from on-going social projects and contract research, as well as a rise of 83 % in income

from professional projects including consultancies. It is pleased to note that LU has continued to
raise the profile of KT at institutional level, as seen in the renaming of the Office of Research
Support as the Office of Research and Knowledge Transfer. We hope that LU can sustain the
momentum and continue to demonstrate the potential of KT for liberal arts disciplines to the
higher education sector."
"We welcome that LU has continued to devote vast efforts in enhancing IP policies, including the
establishment of

IP Clinic

which aims to protect and manage the university’s IP rights in the

commercialisation of research outputs and creations, and for the University’s demonstrable record in
applied research."
"We also appreciate LU’s efforts in launching the “Fighting COVID-19 @ Lingnan”
programme, which has effectively met the changing needs of the society amidst the challenging
moment. We wish that the plan for next phase of the programme would achieve great success and
contribute to the community-wide efforts in fighting the coronavirus."

Office of Research and Knowledge Transfer
Lingnan University
Tuen Mun
Hong Kong SAR, China

Tel: (852) 2616 7728
Fax: (852) 2591 9618
Email: orkt@LN.edu.hk
Lingnan University: www.LN.edu.hk
Office of Research and Knowledge Transfer: www.LN.edu.hk/orkt
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