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Some philosophers argue that the desire-fulölment theory of welfare requires us to recognize the 

possibility of non-conscious welfare subjects, relying on the assumption that an individual can be 

understood as desiring something just in case they are motivated to bring it about. I criticize this ar-

gument, showing that the best way to understand the desire-fulölment theory of welfare relies in-

stead on an affective conception of desire. Nonetheless, I suggest that there are good grounds for 

recognizing the possibility of affective states occurring without phenomenal consciousness and for 

according moral standing to non-conscious individuals who exhibit states of that kind. I conclude 

that we have good reason to think that the welfare good of desire-fulölment can be instantiated by 

non-conscious individuals, albeit under far more restrictive conditions than the initial argument 

would suggest. Finally, I explore some of the implications of the view developed here for our think-

ing about invertebrates and AI systems as welfare subjects
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