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Lingnan University 
Department of Philosophy – MA in Practical Philosophy Programme 

 
Course Title : Philosophy of Love 
Course Code : PHI509 
Recommended Study Year : - 
No. of Credits/Term : 3 
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and Tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 2 hours lecture per week 

1 hour tutorial per week 
Category in Major Programme : Value Philosophy 
Prerequisite(s) : - 
Co-requisite(s) : - 
Exclusion(s) : - 
Exemption Requirement(s) : - 
 
Brief Course Description 
Since before Socrates, philosophers have had a keen interest in understanding the personal 
dimension of human relationships, a dimension which is essential to any sense of human 
flourishing. This course will look closely at different types of love in both the Western and Eastern 
traditions. Love comes in many varieties: parental love, filial devotion, fraternal attachment, 
friendship, eros, charity, etc.  What is this thing, love, which they all have in common?  What 
general properties does it have?  Is there a duty to love every human being? Should we, or could 
we, be friends with every human being? Is friendship an expression of need or weakness, or is it 
something divine? These are just a sample of questions that will be raised and discussed in this 
course. 
 
Aims 
This course aims at deepening students’ understanding of what makes love, in its various forms, 
distinct as compared with other kinds of human emotions, and of the possible connections between 
love and normative things such as morality or meaning of life. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. understand the moral normative dimensions of human affectionate and sexual relationships. 
2. examine and compare ancient, modern, and contemporary philosophical investigations of love 

in its various forms. 
3. explore possible relationship between love and a certain conception of the ultimate meaning of 

human life. 
 


