
 1 

Lingnan University 
Department of Philosophy – MA in Practical Philosophy Programme 

 
Course Title : Contemporary Neo-Confucianism 
Course Code : PHI 527 
Recommended Study Year : - 
No. of Credits/Term : 3 
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 2 hours Lecture/week; 1 hour Tutorial/week 
Category in Programme : Tradition and Practical Wisdom 
Prerequisite(s) : - 
Co-requisite(s) : N/A 
Exclusion(s) : N/A 
Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A 
 
Brief Course Description 
In this course, students will study Contemporary Neo-Confucianism as one of the most significant 
intellectual responses to the cultural crises that have emerged since China started her modernisation 
in the 19th century.  Although Contemporary Neo-Confucianism  comprises various major thinkers 
in facing the crises of Chinese culture, this school of thought attempted to reveal the characteristics 
of Chinese culture and reflect on its values.  The thinkers of this school also tackled the issues of 
the compatibility of Chinese and modern Western culture, as well as the possible contribution of 
Chinese culture in solving problems arisen in the modern world. 
 
Apart from introducing the common views and beliefs shared by the Contemporary Neo-Confucian 
thinkers, this course will focus on the individual thoughts of Mou Tsung-san, Tang Chün-I and Xu 
Fu-guan.  Finally, the course will examine the problems of Contemporary Neo-Confucianism, in 
both theoretical and practical respects. 
 
Aims 
This course aims at providing student with the understanding of the cultural crises of China in late 
19th century and the responses of it from the important Contemporary Neo-Confucian thinkers.  It 
also aims at examining the philosophy of Contemporary Neo-Confucianism as inherited as well as 
developed from classical Confucianism. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
At the end of the course, students are expected to be able to analyze or answer partly the 
Contemporary Neo-Confucianism’s stand and views with regard to the following issues:  
1) How should we understand and evaluate the essential characteristics of traditional Chinese 

culture?   
2) Is the value system in traditional Chinese culture compatible with that of the modern world?   
3) To what extent can Western civilisation contribute to the transformation of Chinese culture?  
4) How can traditional Chinese culture contribute to the process of modernisation?   
5) How does the philosophy of Contemporary Neo-Confucianism contribute to the solution of 

issues in Western philosophy? 
 


