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Lingnan University 
Department of Philosophy – MA in Practical Philosophy Programme 

 
Course Title : Topics in Value Theory 
Course Code : PHI 530 
Recommended Study Year : - 
No. of Credits/Term : 3 
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and Tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 2 hours lecture/week; 1 hour tutorial/week 
Category in Major Programme : Value Philosophy 
Prerequisite(s) : N/A 
Co-requisite(s) : N/A 
Exclusion(s) : N/A 
Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A 
 
Brief Course Description 
Value theory, or axiology, is concerned with the nature and status of value as well as with the 
differences and relations between distinctive types of value, such as intrinsic and instrumental 
value, and ethical, aesthetic, and economic values. This course surveys philosophical investigations 
into these and related topics. 
 
Aims 
To acquaint students with an important area of philosophy, as well as to give them deeper insight 
into the roles of values in their lives. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
This course is designed to enhance basic intellectual skills as well as to promote an enhanced 
understanding of a number of philosophical issues concerning the nature and status of values of 
various sorts. Completion of the course should grant students: 
 
Basic knowledge of the issues and arguments in philosophy of value or axiology (K) 
 
This knowledge enables students to: 
1. Evaluate and respond critically to the issues and positions involved in philosophical reflection 

on values 
2. Distinguish between major categories of value, as well as of relations between values in these 

categories 
3. Describe the issues and positions involved in more reflection on the status of value more 

systematically 
 
Ability to engage in further, independent learning and reflection (A) 
 
This ability enables students to: 
1. Analyze the complexity and prevalence of evaluative discourse 
2. Present their own evaluative engagements and decisions in a coherent manner 
3. Critically engage with arguments on related issues 
 
 


