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Lingnan University 
Department of Philosophy – MA in Practical Philosophy Programme 

 
Course Title : Special Topics in Chinese Ontology 
Course Code : PHI531 
Recommended Study Year : N/A 
No. of Credits/Term : 3 
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 2 hours Lecture/week; 1 hour Tutorial/week 
Category in Major Programme : Tradition and Practical Wisdom 
Prerequisite(s) : N/A 
Co-requisite(s) : N/A 
Exclusion(s) : N/A 
Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A 
 
Brief Course Description 
In Chinese philosophy the problem of the relation between ontological being and sensible being has 
remained central themes for centuries.  This problem is significant not only in metaphysics, but also 
in ethics and epistemology. It is generally thought that these two worlds are not inter-permeable in 
the sense that there is a strict boundary forbidding sensible beings to ‘transcend’ to the world of 
substance. In Chinese philosophy it is claimed that certain ways of ‘transcendence’ is possible.  
This view is commonly held by Confucianism, Taoism and Chan’s Philosophy.  In this course, 
students will study the idea of Heaven, the possible ways of approaching it and further discuss the 
status of man in the cosmos in different schools of thought. 
 
Aims 
To provide students with knowledge about the idea of Heaven and its significance in Chinese 
philosophy and also to explain the relationship between Heaven and Man.  By the end of the 
course, students are expected to grasp the major distinctive characteristic of Chinese philosophy so 
as to have a deeper understanding of its branches, i.e. of ethics, metaphysics and epistemology. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. demonstrate an appreciation of the idea of Heaven and its significance in Chinese philosophy 
2. explain the relationship between Heaven and in Man in Chinese philosophy 
3. explain the distinctiveness of Chinese philosophy 
 


