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Brief Course Description 
This course explores classic as well as contemporary themes of utopia in both West and 
East. It sets out to examine theoretic as well as practical dimensions of utopia in its 
complex forms of manifestation and multi-layered relations to other notions such as 
equality, harmony, freedom, happiness or self-realization, spontaneous order or rational 
design. Discourses of utopia often go beyond the image of what the ideal social life 
would be and become claims about what it can and should be. Utopia is then not just a 
dream to be enjoyed but a vision to be pursued. But the question whether utopia is not 
escapist nonsense or an impossible fantasy, any serious pursuit of which would lead to 
social and political disaster, imposes heavy burden on those devoted utopian seekers who 
want to change the world according to their dreams.  
 
Aims 
To acquaint students with a brief genealogy of utopian thoughts in the West and in 
traditional and modern China. To let them see various faces of utopia in its literary, 
political/economical, and cultural/religious contexts and explore possible roots for such 
expressions. Issues pertaining to critical evaluation of utopian visions or practices will be 
introduced via concrete case studies such as Mao’s cultural revolution. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this course, students will be able to 
1. get a sensible and critical conception of utopian thought and/or practice in their 

various forms or cultural/historical manifestations. 
2. acquire some analytical perspective in making sense of such heavily value-laden 

phenomena in real life as utopia. 
3. apply some of the notions in their own reflection or assessment on certain social and 

political issues. 


