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Lingnan University 
Department of Philosophy – MA in Practical Philosophy Programme 

 
Course Title : Guided Studies in Eastern Philosophical Classics: the 

Zhuangzi (《莊子》原典導讀) 
Course Code : PHI 537 
Recommended Study Year : - 
No. of Credits/Term : 3 
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and Tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 2 hours lecture per week 

1 hour tutorial per week 
Category in Major Programme : Traditions and Practical Wisdom 
Prerequisite(s) : - 
Co-requisite(s) : - 
Exclusion(s) : - 
Exemption Requirement(s) : - 
 
Brief Course Description 
The Zhuangzi has had a profound impact on every aspect of Chinese culture. In particular, its ideas 
and modes of thinking has shaped Chinese philosophy and has become a formidable alternative to 
Confucianism within the wider tradition of Chinese intellectual history. This course guides students 
in terms of being able to critically interpret the Zhuangzi by studying its historical background, 
analyzing its central concepts and images, as well as articulating and evaluating its views on themes 
including the possibility of knowledge, the nature of the self, the conception of sagehood, the 
progress of cultivation and the inevitability of human limitations.  
 
Aims 
1. To provide students an in-depth understanding of the historical, philosophical and practical 

significance of the Zhuangzi text. 
2. To familiarize students with the relationship between the Zhuangzi text and other strands of 

thought in Chinese philosophy, as well as the text’s wider impact on Chinese culture. 
3. To enhance students’ abilities in terms of appreciating and analyzing philosophical classics. 
4. To heighten students’ abilities in terms of expression and critical thinking. 
5. To stimulate students’ awareness of the connection between doing philosophy and the meaning 

of life through the tradition of Chinese philosophy.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the course, student will: 
1. Be able to demonstrate an understanding of the main themes and philosophical images in the 

Zhuangzi text. 
2. Be able to show a critical comparison of the thoughts in the Zhuangzi text to other philosophical 

schools. 
3. Be able to demonstrate a critical evaluation of the practical implications of the thoughts found 

in the Zhuangzi text. 
4. Articulate their own views on various debates about Zhuangist philosophy and relevant 

philosophical and/or practical issues.  
 


