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Brief Course Description 
This course introduces the students to some of the contemporary debates in analytic aesthetics. 
Aesthetics is here understood as the study of a certain kind of value, which derives from a certain    
kind of experience. The study of aesthetics in contemporary analytic philosophy involves the analysis 
of such experiences along with discussions on a series of related properties, concepts, and mental 
faculties, e.g., beauty, ugliness, aesthetic pleasure, aesthetic properties, aesthetic perception, taste, 
imagination. Problems in aesthetics largely overlap but do not fully coincide with the problems 
discussed in philosophy of art. In this course, we will also address some of those problems in 
philosophy of art that are more strictly connected to the study of  aesthetics. 

 
Aims 
The course aims to: 

• Introduce the students to some of the main contemporary debates in analytic  aesthetics; 
• Enable students to draw connections among the analyses of various concepts, properties, and 

mental capacities that characterize the study of aesthetics; 
• Present contemporary theories of the relationship between aesthetic and artistic  values; 
• Provide students with theoretical tools to develop their own views on the philosophical issues 

debated. 
 
Intended Learning Outcomes 
On completion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. Describe the main debates in contemporary analytic aesthetics. 
2. Specify the theoretical connections among the various concepts, properties and mental capacities 

that characterize the study of aesthetics. 
3. Illustrate how issues in philosophy of art and aesthetics are related. 
4. Propose and discuss their personal views on various problems in aesthetics and philosophy of art. 


