Lingnan University
Department of Philosophy

Course Title : The Philosophy of Zhuangzi

Course Code : PHI2001

Recommended Study Year - 2m 31 and 4™ Years

No. of Credits/Term 03

Mode of Tuition : Lecture and tutorial

Class Contact Hours : 2 hours Lecture/week; 2 hours Tutorial/fortnight
Category in Major Programme : Programme Elective — Topics in Chinese Philosophy
Prerequisite(s) : PHI2112 History of Chinese Philosophy: Pre-Qin to Han
Co-requisite(s) : N/A

Exclusion(s) . N/A

Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A

Brief Course Description

Being a well-known text in Chinese intellectual history, the Zhuangzi is a source of inspiration for
writers, artists as well as philosophers. While it is difficult to ascertain its standpoint given the
imaginative writing style, the text leads readers to think through many topics in Chinese philosophy
in a reflective and critical way. This course investigates philosophical discussions in the Zhuangzi
and articulates their context, questions and possible answers. The course also critically compares
Zhuangist philosophy to other schools on issues such as the ideal personhood, methods of
cultivation, health, knowledge, language, nature and society.

Aims

1. Enhance students’ understanding of the historical and philosophical significance of the
Zhuangzi text.

2. Enhance students’ familiarity with the relationship between the Zhuangzi text and other strands
of thought in Chinese philosophy.

3. Enhance students’ abilities of appreciating and analyzing philosophical classics.

4. Enhance students’ abilities of expression and critical thinking.

Learning Outcomes

Students who finish this course should be able to -

1. Understand main themes and philosophical images in the Zhuangzi text.

2. Critically compare the thoughts in the Zhuangzi text to other philosophical schools.
3. Critically evaluate the practical implication of the thoughts in the Zhuangzi text.

4. Articulate their own views on various debates about Zhuangist philosophy.

Indicative Content

1. The Zhuangzi and the spirit of Daoism

2. The last chapter of the Zhuangzi: “All under Heaven”

3. On language: the indeterminacy of names and the use of metaphor

4. On knowledge (I): the ineffability of skills and the boundary of argumentation
5. On knowledge (II): Two kinds of knowledge and their corresponding mode of heart-mind
6. On self-cultivation (I): the idea of illumination and sagehood

7. On self-cultivation (II): forgetting and learning

8. On human relationship (I): convention, authenticity and harmony

9. On human relationship (II): inevitability and politics

10.Legacy of the Zhuangzi



Teaching Method
Lectures and tutorials

Measurement of Learning Outcomes

1. Tutorial Presentation: mainly corresponding to LO1, LO3, LO4
Students are required to actively participate in each tutorial lesson. In addition, each student
shall give a presentation. Topics and reading materials will be assigned by the teacher. Students
shall submit an outline before presentation. This assessment focuses on clarity and cogency of
expression.

2. Essay Writing: mainly corresponding to LO2, LO3, LO4
Students are required to set up a topic and write an essay on the Zhuangzi text at the end of
course. The essay should be written in an academic manner. This assessment focuses on
analytic, argumentative and organizational skills.

3. Final Exam: mainly corresponding to LO1, LO2, LO4
Students are required to take a sit-in exam at the end of the course. The exam paper consists of
several essay questions and students shall select and answer some of them. This assessment
focuses on summarizing, analytic and argumentative skills.

Assessment

Tutorial Presentation (30%)
Essay Writing (30%)

Final Exam (40%)
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secondary literature. Details will be announced in class.)
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* (There may be specific readings for each topic, please refer to lecture notes)

Important Notes

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours of
personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course work,
tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the Regulations
Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of dishonest
practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper acknowledgement of the
source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even footnotes/citations, whether
protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”. Students are required to strictly
follow university regulations governing academic integrity and honesty.

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on
Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/




