Lingnan University
Department of Philosophy

Course Title . Chinese Political Philosophy
Course Code : PHI3102

Recommended Study Year . 3" Year

No. of Credits/Term : 3

Mode of Tuition . Sectional Approach

Class Contact Hours . 3 hours/week

Category in Major Programme  : Ethics and Political Philosophy Unit -
Chinese Tradition Elective

Prerequisite(s) : PHI1003 Ethics: East and West
Co-requisite(s) : N/A
Exclusion(s) . N/A
Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A

Brief Course Description

This course will adopt a theme-based approach to Chinese political philosophy. On the one hand,
this course will discuss different schools of political thoughts in Chinese philosophy, including
Confucianism, Daoism, Mohism, Legalism, Neo-Confucianism, etc. On the other hand, this course
will explore the relevance and contributions of Chinese philosophy to contemporary political issues
regarding, for example, democracy, human rights, just war, perfectionism, communitarianism, and
political elitism.

Aims

First, this course is designed to enable the students to gain a basic understanding of Chinese
political philosophy. Second, the course aims to provide the students with a general conceptual
framework for political inquiries. Third, the course aims to enable the students to apply Chinese
political thoughts to contemporary political contexts.

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of the course, students are expected to:

1. be able to compare different views of government and society in Chinese political thought.

2. be able to associate traditional thoughts with modern and contemporary political, social and

cultural issues.

be able to read Chinese philosophical texts critically.

4. be able to reflect on general issues in political philosophy and present one’s thoughts clearly
and cogently.
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Indicative Content
I. Introduction to Chinese political philosophy
(1) Confucian political philosophy
(2) Daoist political philosophy
(3) Legalist political philosophy
(4) Mohist political philosophy
(5) Neo-Daoist political philosophy
(6) Neo-Confucian political philosophy
I1. The contemporary implications of Chinese political philosophy
(1) Confucianism and communitarianism
(2) Confucianism and political elitism
(3) Mohism on just war



(4) Mohism on consequentialist politics
(5) Daoism on political non-action
(6) Daoism and environmental justice

Teaching Method
Lecture and tutorial

Assessment and Measurement of Learning Outcomes

1. Tutorial class performance (30%): mainly corresponding to LO1, LO3, LO4.
Students are required to actively participate in each tutorial lesson.

2. Paper (30%): mainly corresponding to LO2, LO3, LOA4.
Students are required to write a paper at the end of course.

3. Final Exam (40%): mainly corresponding to LO1, LO2, LO4.
Students are required to take a sit-in exam at the end of course.
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Important Notes

1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours of
personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of
dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity
and honesty.

Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on
Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.In.edu.hk/



https://pla.ln.edu.hk/

