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Brief Course Description

In this course we will examine the social phenomenon of technology from a philosophical angle.
Among the questions discussed will be (1) the question of the exact relationship between a
particular society, its institutions, and its technologies; (2) How technologies shape our way of
thinking and our perception of the truth; (3) Ethical questions posed by technology, for example
whether and how technology affects democracy, or the consequences of the technological divide
between technology users and parties which are, for various reasons, excluded from using them.

Aims
The course aims at:

Providing students with an understanding of some of the main directions in technology studies
and the philosophy of technology.

Presenting some of the classical discussions and arguments related to the relationship between
technology and society.

Enabling students to understand the relationship between technology, science, truth, and self-
perception in a historical context.

Enabling students to understand central moral and political implications of technology,
particularly the influence of technology on democracy and issues concerning the technological
divide.

Enabling students to question their own conceptions of technology in an informed,
argumentative way.

Providing students with a broader view of the subject, which, besides Western theories of
technology, includes Luddism and classical Eastern approaches to technology.

Learning Outcomes
After completing this course, students will be able to:

l.
2.

3.

outline the main theories and approaches in the philosophy of technology

appraise the main influences of technology on the development of cultural traditions and
patterns of thought

evaluate critically the influence of particular technologies on society and the reverse influence
of society on technological design

reflect on the moral and political implications of technology, and evaluate the usefulness and
the dangers posed by particular technologies



Indicative Content

Part I — What is Technology?

1. Introduction — History of Technology (Overview).

2. History and Definitions of Technology.

3. Western and Eastern Technology. The Needham Question

Part IT — Technology and Society

4. Technological Determinism

5. Autonomous Technology. Critical Theory of Technology

6. Heidegger and the Phenomenological Approach to Technology
7. Social Constructivism

8. Actor Network Theory

Part IIT — Technology. Science and Truth
9. Technology and Scientific Truth
10. Technological Approaches to Thinking and Intelligence

Part IV — Moral and Political Dimensions of Technology
11. Technology and Moral Responsibility

12. Technology and Democracy

13. Technology and Being Human

14. Technology and Nature

Teaching Method

Lecture and tutorials, including student presentations, class discussion, small groups assignments,
and essay writing. Students keep a journal throughout the course, in which they collect their
assignments and notes, and which is later used for grading.

Measurement of Learning Outcomes

- Students will discuss on assigned topics in the tutorials and in a student journal. They are
expected to be able to reflect deeply and in an informed manner on the issues related to the
session's topic (LOs 1-4).

- Students will write essay assignments. They are expected to be able to integrate what they have
learned in class with their own research in news and scholarly publications in order to
apprehend concrete situations (LOs 1-4).

- Students will write a Mid-term examination (LO1 and LO3).

- Students will write a Final examination (LOs 1-4).

Assessment

Attendance, in-class participation, student journal: 20% (to assess outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4)

Mid-term examination: 20% (to assess outcomes 1 and 3)

Essay assignments (the instructor will assign either 2 short essays or a longer term paper): 20% (to
assess outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4)

Final examination: 40% (to assess outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4)
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Winograd, Terry. "Thinking Machines: Can There Be? Are We?" In: Sheehan, J. and Sosna, M. The
Boundaries of Humanity: Humans, Animals, Machines. Berkeley: University of California Press,
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Important Notes

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours of
personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of
dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity
and honesty.

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.



(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on
Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/




