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Brief Course Description 
This course will address a number of topics that have been prominent in contemporary ontology, 
such as whether there are any holes, properties, numbers, possible worlds, non-existent objects, 
non-present objects, complex objects, and works of art. As well as addressing these topics, the 
course will also address a number of meta-ontological issues, such as what is the best way to 
determine whether there are any of the above kinds of entities, and whether questions about 
whether there are such entities make sense or have determinate answers. 
 
Aims 
The aim of this course is to  
1. provide students an in depth understanding of a number of contemporary debates in in ontology 

and meta-ontology, 
2. enhance the abilities of students to understand and evaluate views and arguments in 

contemporary analytic philosophy, and 
3. enhance the verbal, writing, critical thinking, problem solving, and argument construction 

skills. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Students who complete this course are expected to: 
1. understand a number of the most important problems in contemporary ontology and existing 

responses to these problems, 
2. critically evaluate these responses, 
3. articulate their own views about what the correct responses to these problems are, and 
4. defend these views by developing arguments defending them. 
 
Indicative Content 
1. Introduction 
2. Holes 
3. Properties 
4. Numbers 
5. Possible Worlds 
6. Time 
7. Mereology 
8. Statues 
9. Musical Works 
 



 

Teaching Method 
Lectures and tutorials 
 
Measurement of Learning Outcomes 
1. Reading quizzes: corresponding to LO1. 
    Students will regularly do in class quizzes to test their understanding of the relevant assigned      
    reading. 
2. Class participation: corresponding to LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4. 
    Students will be assessed on the degree of participation they make to discussion in class. 
3. Powerpoint presentations: corresponding to LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4. 
    Each student will do one powerpoint presentation (or a short essay) on one of the problems or    
    debates discussed in class. 
4. Essay writing: corresponding to LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4. 
    Each student will write two major essays, one of which will be for the final exam. 
 
Evaluation of any essay or essay like assessment in this course will be based on either the 
Philosophy Department Standard Essay Grading Rubric (see attachment), or on a replacement 
rubric chosen by the instructor. 
 
Assessment 
1. Quizzes on readings (20%)  
2. Class participation (10%) 
3. Powerpoint presentation (or short essay) (10%) 
4. Mid-semester major essay (30%) 
5. Final Exam (30%) 
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Important Notes 
 
(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours of 

personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes. 
(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course 

work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the 
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of 
dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper 
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even 
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”. 
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity 
and honesty. 

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin. 
(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on 

Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/ 
 


