
MPhil/PhD Studentship in Placebo Analgesia 

Lingnan University, Hong Kong- Department of Applied Psychology 

Two-year MPhil studentship (1 September 2021- 31 August 2023)/ Three-year PhD 

studentship (1 September 2021- 31 August 2024)  

Project area: Possession-based placebo effect 

Supervisor: Professor Victoria Yeung (https://www.ln.edu.hk/psy/staff/professor-yeung-wai-

lan-victoria) 

Project description 

This is a research project supported by the Lam Woo Research Fund. The project seeks to 

examine the underlying mechanisms of the possession-based placebo effect – mere possession 

of a placebo analgesic (e.g., a box of placebo cream) enhances placebo analgesia (pain 

reduction). Specifically, two studies will be conducted to examine how perceiving a connection 

between the self and a placebo analgesic could contribute to placebo analgesia. Empirical 

experiments will be conducted. The explicit and implicit self-object association tendencies and 

their effect on pain outcomes will be examined. Your MPhil/PhD thesis topic will be relevant 

to the overall research project with some freedom to choose your specific thesis topic.  

What the studentship offers 

For MPhil study, this is a 24-month MPhil studentship with a monthly stipend of HK$$17,830 

(rate for 2021-22) whereas for PhD a 36-month PhD studentship with a monthly stipend of 

HK$18,090 (and HK$18,440 after confirmation of candidature, rates for 2021-22) to cover 

your living expenses. You will have to pay an annual tuition fee during your study period. The 

studentship is open to local Hong Kong and international students. The expected 

commencement of study is 1 September 2021. The application is separate from the normal 

MPhil/PhD application and unsuccessful applicants for this studentship funded by Lam Woo 

Research Fund will not be automatically considered for the normal round of 2021-22 

MPhil/PhD admission. 

Eligibility for Admission Consideration 

Applicants applying for admission to the MPhil/PhD programme should meet the minimum 

University entrance requirements and if applicable, the minimum English language 

requirement. Details are available from the admission website for research postgraduate 

programmes (https://www.ln.edu.hk/sgs/docs/pgrad/criteria.php).  



A desired candidate should have a bachelor degree in Psychology or a related field, and is 

fluent in English and preferably in Cantonese. Have experience in designing and running 

experiments, using Qualtrics, SONA system, and Eprime 3.0. Due to the nature of the study, 

the candidate shall have knowledge on how to operate and manage the cold pressor test using 

a cold pressor machine (model: Lauda RA12), and knowledge on how to record pain outcomes 

data (pain threshold, pain tolerance, real time pain intensity etc.) Additionally, it is preferable 

that the candidate has commercial or marketing background with excellent visual graphic 

design ability as the candidate needs to design and make commercial products and marketing 

leaflets. In short, the candidate shall have advance IT technical knowledge including good 

knowledge in using the following software: Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe 

InDesign, HTML, SPSS, Mendeley, Qualtrics, SONA, Eprime 3.0. Finally, to be funded by 

this studentship, the topic of the MPhil/PhD research proposal must be direct related to the 

mentioned project. Both the quality and relevance of research proposal will be evaluated for 

admission consideration. 

 

Application Period and Procedures 

Interested parties have to submit an application (with a research proposal) to the University’s 

Online Admission System via the internet at www.ln.edu.hk/admissions/applyonline/index-

rpg.html by 9 July 2021 (extended deadline).  

 

Application Fee 

HK$400 

 

For enquiries about the research project, please email Professor Victoria Yeung 

(vickiyeung@ln.edu.hk). 

 
 


