
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 科目簡介 
 

COURSES FOR TAUGHT POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 
 

DPS701  Globalisation, Changing Governance and Policy Analysis (3 credits) 

This course will be taught through a series of interactive lectures and structured seminar 

exercises. Lectures are intended to be interactive, with participation by students in 

discussion on the relevant topic. Students are expected to come to the lectures having 

read at least the required reading for that week and be ready to engage in discussion on 

that week's topic. There are a small number of seminars, which generally take the form 

of structured exercises such as debates and role-plays. In order for these to work 

properly, students are asked to plan their work in advance and take adequate time to 

prepare when it is their turn to present. 

 

DPS702  Research Methods in Policy Studies (6 credits) 

This course consists of weekly lectures/workshops followed by tutorials with focus on 

research methods and application to various policy issues. It will consist of three parts. 

The first part of the course discusses major ethical issues and challenges for conducting 

research. The topics include the international standards of conducting research of 

human subjects in different policy areas, authorship, and related topics about ethics of 

professionalism for scholars and practitioners. The second part of the course is a 

nontechnical introduction to the quantitative research methods in policy studies with a 

focus on ideas of survey design, and concepts and tools for quantitative data analysis. 

Students will learn basic concepts of statistics and how to effectively present and 

properly interpret statistical results for policy purposes. Following the mini-lectures, 

tutorial sessions will be held for students to have hands-on exercises using a statistical 

software, SPSS, to handle real social data and complete some in-class assignments. The 

third part of the course will consist of introduction to basic and advanced qualitative 

research methods. Students will be introduced to various approaches and methods in 

designing and carrying out qualitative research in policy studies. Students will be 

introduced to topics such as discourse and content analysis. They will also be 

introduced to an analytical software, NVivo. 

 

DPS703  Professional Writing Workshop (3 credits) 

The course covers professional skill and ethics in writing research papers. It would 

enable students to critically review literature, theories, methodologies and debates of 

the diverse policy areas with reference to research gap identification and research 

strategies. The course discusses major issues and challenges for writing research 

proposals and general academic papers. Students will also learn skills in building 

academic and professional writing vocabulary, managing the writing process, and 

ensuring cohesive and coherent arguments in academic and professional writing. It also 

consists of workshops on use of research support facilities and systems including the 

library and reference management software. 

 

DPS704  Guided Study in Policy Issues (6 credits) 

The course comprises a one-on-one intensive and systematic retrieval and analysis of 

bodies of literature that are relevant to a student’s research interests and speciality. With 

guidance from assigned advisors, students will conduct a robust theoretical and 

empirical literature review on specific policy issues to enable students to formulate 

initial ideas and plans for their independent research project at the later stage in the 



programme. Students will be expected to prepare research proposals for the policy 

studies projects on a chosen topic by the end of this course. The proposals will be orally 

presented at a seminar where projects will be evaluated by the supervisor and other 

faculty members. 

 

DPS705  Policy Dissemination and Strategic Communication (6 credits) 

This course enables students to present their policy analysis and research findings 

generated from their policy related research through participating in workshops 

organised in the form of Public Policy Forum. Engaging students in role playing of 

different stakeholders (including government officials, politicians, interest groups and 

media), students would experience the pressure and learn how to present their policy 

proposal / policy evaluation in public forum. Where practicable, students would be 

asked to conduct a brief field study (in groups) of one policy institution with interest in 

specific policy issue and present their findings in a non-technical way.  

 

Professional commentators from the media, academics, politicians and practitioners 

from the policy studies field will be invited to interact with students and share their 

experiences in managing policy dissemination process in the highly politicized 

environment. Through this experiential learning, students would be required to make 

careful and innovative preparations for articulation of policy agendas, policy proposals 

and policy evaluation. 

 

DPS706  Dialogue with Policy Practitioners: Theory and Practice (3 credits) 

This course provides opportunities for students to dialogue with policy practitioners 

with expertise in a few major social and public policy areas, namely, education, health, 

housing and social security. Special lectures, class discussions, field visits, seminars 

will be organised for students. More specifically, students will be engaged in field 

observations and field visits to related government offices, political parties, research 

and policy institutes, NGOs and other economic and social organizations, including the 

Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office, the Committee of Professional 

Development of Teachers and Principals, Hospital Authority, Elderly Commission, and 

Hong Kong Council of Social Service. In addition, the course will also invite some 

experts in social policy to give lectures about their studies. Potential invited speakers 

with rich policy making and policy implmentation include Professor MOK Ka Ho, 

Professor David PHILLIPS, Professor Alfred CHAN, and Professor HO Lok Sang 

(experts in different social and policy areas), Professor LAU Siu Kai and Professor LEE 

Ming-kwan (formerly Principal Officers of Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office 

of HKSAR Government). Senior retired government officials or key chief-executives 

of NGOs will be invited to share their management experiences in social / public policy. 

 

DPS707  Seminar on Social Policy and Social Change (3 credits) 

The series of Seminar on Social Policy and Social Change provides opportunities for 

students to dialogue with scholars from different disciplines to discuss issues of social 

policy and social change. Speakers from different research areas will be invited to 

engage in research dialogues with students. After each seminar, the course instructor 

will lead a tutorial session where the policy tenets and implications will be discussed in 

light of prevailing public debates.  

 

An international symposium will be organized at Lingnan University to engage students 

of this course to enhance their learning and research experiences. Throughout the 



international symposium, students will have the opportunity to learn from leading 

researchers. Different themes will be chosen as focus of research and policy dialogue 

among scholars and practitioners coming from the Asia Pacific region. Students will 

respond to speakers’ presentations and join the discussion with speakers and other 

participants. They will also have some reflections linking their learning experience with 

their research. Students will have opportunity to present their research during the 

international symposium, getting comments and feedbacks from the symposium 

participants. 

 

DPS708  Asia Pacific Comparative Development and Policy Symposium  

(3 credits) 

In collaboration with the Asia Pacific Higher Education Research Partnership and the 

East-West Center in the USA, as well as East Asia Social Policy Research Network 

(EASP), an international symposium will be organised at Lingnan Unviersity to engage 

students to participate in international research event to enhance their learning and 

research experiences. Throughout the typically two-day international symposium, 

students would have the opportunity to learning from leading researchers in the 

comparative development and policy studies. Different themes will be chosen as focus 

of research and policy dialogue among scholars and practitioners coming from the Asia 

Pacfiic region. Student will be organised into different groups during the international 

symposium to respond to the presentations made by the invited speakers and special 

seminars will be organised after the international event to allow students to organize 

and reflect their learning after attending the symposium, with particular reference to 

build the links between what they are researching and the discussions highlighted in the 

international event. 

 

DPS709  Engaging the Media and Public Communications (3 credits) 

The course will be based on training students how to assemble quantitative evidence 

for media and public communications with a specific focus on data presentation and 

data visualisation. Students will have an opportunity to engage with professionals 

working in external organisations in Hong Kong to learn about their specific needs for 

quantitative data analysis. They will also meet representatives of the Hong Kong news 

media to hear their perspective on the virtues and limitations of quantitative policy 

research. In reflecting on these discussions, and by using real-world templates and 

examples, students will learn how to effectively identify non-academic stakeholders 

that may be interested in their research and how to write-up and circulate research 

findings in different formats including a policy brief, newspaper columns. Students will 

also learn the tools to devise a successful social media strategy for research 

dissemination and impact. 

 

DPS710  Policy Studies Project 
The policy related project offers students an opportunity to propose, formulate and conduct 

an independent research at the doctoral level by applying research problem in the context 

of their professional practice. 

 

 


