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 OBJECTIVES & HIGHLIGHTS   

 

Objectives of the International Postgraduate Summer School 

International Postgraduate Summer School (2017), which is co-hosted by Lingnan 

University, Hong Kong and Oxford University, United Kingdom, provides a platform 

for scholars and research postgraduate students to present their major research 

findings, share research practices and reflect upon essential methodological issues. In 

collaboration with leading institutions in Asia and the UK, the 2017 Postgraduate 

Summer School produces the opportunity for students across different parts of the 

globe to establish their own research clusters with sharing interests and learning from 

world-renowned scholars to enrich their research experiences. The Symposium on 

Methodological Issues in Interdisciplinary Research brings together experienced 

researchers to discuss some critical issues on interdisciplinary studies which enrich 

participants’ horizons from traditionally discipline-based academic exploration.  

 

 

Highlights 

 

 To exchange with international scholars from leading institutions in Hong Kong 

and the UK during the Symposium on Methodological Issues in Interdisciplinary 

Research. 

 To explore multiple research methods for conducting research through tailor-

made workshops both in Lingnan University and the University of Oxford. 

 To engage in intriguing sharing of research practices with finest academics and 

postgraduate students. 

 To explore possibilities to develop research clusters for promoting research 

collaboration and international publication. 

 To know more about Hong Kong and London via fascinating site visits. 
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Programme Rundown 

25 June – 1 July @ Hong Kong 

25 June 2017 (Sunday) 

Arrival and check-in 

 

26 June 2017 (Monday)  

Venue: Paul S. Lam Conference Centre, 3/F, Amenities Building, Lingnan University 

8.45am – 9.00am Registration  

9.00am - 9.15am Welcoming Session  

Opening Remarks 

Prof Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

University Video 

Group Photos  

Symposium: Methodological Issues in Interdisciplinary Research 

9.15am - 9.45am Presentation 1: The Challenge of Looking at Social Worlds through 

Disciplines and Their Preferred Methodologies 

Prof Susan Lee Robertson, The University of Cambridge, UK 

9.45am - 10.15am Presentation 2: Towards A ‘Zero-based’ Approach to 

Comparative Education 

Prof Roger Dale, University of Bristol, UK 

10.15am - 10.45am Presentation 3: Smart City, Innovation and Entrepreneurship in 

Hong Kong: A Case Study Approach  

Prof Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

10.45am - 11.15am  Break 

11.15am - 11.45am Presentation 4: Social Protection for the Informal Sector in Urban 

China 

Dr Jin Jiang, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

Dr Jiwei Qian, National University of Singapore, Singapore 

Dr Vincent Zhuoyi Wen, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

 

PROGRAMME    



 4 | P a g e  
 

 

PROGRAMME    

11.45am - 12.15pm Presentation 5: Policy Enactment: The Analysis of Transnational 

Higher Education Regulation in China 

Dr Xiao Han, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

12.15pm - 12.45pm Presentation 6: Meeting the ‘Best Interests' of the Child? Fairness, 

Inequality and Child Well-being across Rich Economies 

Prof Stefan Kühner, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

Prof Maggie Lau, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

12.45pm - 2.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm - 5.00pm Self-learning - Exploring Social Problems in Hong Kong through 

Literature 

6.00pm - 8.00pm Welcoming Dinner (All Participants) 

F2, Lingnan House (Chinese Restaurant), 1/F Amenities Building, 

Lingnan University 

 

 

27 June 2017 (Tuesday) 

Postgraduate Summer School Workshops 

Venue: Paul S. Lam Conference Centre, 3/F, Amenities Building, Lingnan University 

9.00am - 10.30am Workshop 1: Cultural Political Economy as a Means of Studying 

Globalising Processes in and on Education Actors  

Prof Susan Lee Robertson, University of Cambridge, UK 

10.30am - 11.00am  Break 

11.00am - 12.30pm Workshop 2: A Comparative Critical Cultural Political Economy 

Approach to Global Citizenship Education  

Prof Roger Dale, University of Bristol, UK 

12.30pm - 2.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm - 5.00pm Field Visit - Science Park 
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PROGRAMME    

28 June 2017 (Wednesday) 

Postgraduate Summer School Workshops 

Venue: Paul S. Lam Conference Centre, 3/F, Amenities Building, Lingnan University 

9.00am - 10.30am Workshop 3: How to Detect Lying Social Statistics 

Dr Jin Jiang, Lingnan University, Hong Kong  

10.30am - 11.00am  Break 

11.00am - 12.30pm Workshop 4: Selecting Appropriate Research Designs in Business 

Studies  

Prof Hon-Kwong Lui, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

12.30pm - 2.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm - 5.00pm Self-learning - Exploring Social Problems in Hong Kong - Photos 

and/or Video 

  

29 June 2017 (Thursday) 

Postgraduate Summer School Workshops 

Venue: Paul S. Lam Conference Centre, 3/F, Amenities Building, Lingnan University 

9.00am - 10.30am Workshop 5: When and Why did the State Power Become 

Interested in Developing the Market Economy? - A Case Study of 

the Chinese Government in the Eleventh Century  

Prof William Guanglin Liu, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

10.30am - 11.00am  Break 

11.00am - 12.30pm Workshop 6: Mixing Methodologies in Comparative Research  

Prof Stefan Kühner, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

12.30pm - 2.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm - 5.00pm Students’ Group Presentation Preparation  
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PROGRAMME    

30 June 2017 (Friday) 

Postgraduate Summer School  

Venue: Paul S. Lam Conference Centre, 3/F, Amenities Building, Lingnan University 

9.00am - 12.00nn Students’ Group Presentations  

Discussants: Prof Ka Ho Mok / Prof Stefan Kühner /  

Dr Jin Jiang / Dr Xiao Han, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

12.00nn - 12.30 pm Closing Remarks 

Prof Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

Group Photos 

12.30pm - 2.00pm Farewell Lunch (All Participants) 

F2, Lingnan House (Chinese Restaurant), 1/F Amenities Building, 

Lingnan University 

PM session Free time 

  

1 July 2017 (Saturday) 

AM session  Preparation for departure  

PM session Check-out and departure 
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Symposium on Methodological Issues in Interdisciplinary Research 

 

Presentation 1 

The Challenge of Looking at Social Worlds through Disciplines and Their 

Preferred Methodologies  

 

 

Professor Susan L. Robertson 

Professor of Sociology of Education 

Faculty of Education  

University of Cambridge 

 

Professor Susan L. Robertson’s research concerns the changing nature of education as 

a result of transformations in the wider global, regional and local economies and 

societies, and the changing scales on which ideas, power and politics is negotiated. She 

is particularly interested in how these dynamics challenge, and change, the nature and 

scope of education outcomes and the social justice implications of these for different 

social groups. Ongoing theoretical engagements include spatializing the sociology of 

education, critical cultural political economy of education and variegated regionalisms.  

 

Different disciplines have their own preferred methodologies; the study of time through the 

vector of history looking backward (archives), and not the arrow of time arcing forward; the 

study of politics via political science’s privileging of institutions and deductive reasoning; the 

study of economics through rational choice assumptions and mathematical modelling – all 

offering to study society as a whole, yet offering an ontologically-driven and partial 

understanding of worlds.  In this presentation I look at what is at issue and what is at stake 

when our research tends to reproduce these paradigm and disciplinary borders. Yet I also 

suggest that it is not just a case of putting on an interdisciplinary hat. The real work is to tease 

out the shared ontological assumptions that might enable the disciplines, as epistemes, to be 

able to do the important work of revealing social processes at work.  

 

 

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Presentation 2 

Towards A ‘Zero-based’ Approach to Comparative Education 

 

 

 

Professor Roger Dale 

Professor of Education 

Graduate School of Education 

The University of Bristol 

 

Professor Roger Dale’s major interest lie in the EU and education policy, 

complementing and extending qualitatively his earlier work on the state and education 

policy. Prior to joining the University of Bristol, he was Professor of Education at the 

University of Auckland. Prior to moving to Auckland, he had been involved in 

producing courses in sociology of education and education policy at the Open University 

for almost 20 years. His Together with Professor Susan Robertson, Professor Roger Dale 

co-founded the journal Globalisation, Societies and Education, whose first volume was 

published in 2003. 

 

The main aim of this presentation is to ‘problematise’ Comparative Education as an academic 

enterprise; to ask what it does and why, in whose interests and with what consequences. It will 

aim is to ‘locate’ CE, to identify its preferred places and moda operandi, and their consequences 

for what counts as ‘doing’ CE. 

The starting point is that Comparative Education’s ‘external framings and shapings’ are 

especially strong. Its wider ‘social contexts’ can be seen as sketched across three axes: 

 A broadly shared Project, or Mission; 

 A shared Location; 

 Shifting political/economic/cultural Contexts,  

which jointly form what we might refer to as a selection principle that informs practitioners’ 

foci, justifications and activities, and frames conditions of knowledge production.    

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Presentation 3 

Smart City, Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Hong Kong:  

A Case Study Approach 

 

 

 

Professor Joshua Ka Ho Mok 

Vice-President and Lam Man Tsan Chair Professor 

of Comparative Policy 

Lingnan University 

 

Professor Joshua Ka Ho Mok is the Vice-President and Lam Man Tsan Chair Professor 

of Comparative Policy of Lingnan University. Before joining Lingnan, he was the Vice 

President (Research and Development) and Chair Professor of Comparative Policy of 

The Education University of Hong Kong. Professor Mok was the Founding Chair 

Professor in East Asian Studies and established the Centre for East Asian Studies at the 

University of Bristol, United Kingdom. His research interests are not confined to a 

narrow discipline but across the academic worlds of sociology, political science, and 

public and social policy while building up wide knowledge of China and the region. 

 

Given the urgency of enhancing innovation and technology/knowledge transfer in Hong Kong, 

the government identified problems that universities and the industry need to address 

synergistically to commercialize research. The competitive environment compelled HKSAR 

to become proactive in promoting collaboration between universities and industry through 

innovation and technology transfer and supporting knowledge transfer (KT) and 

entrepreneurship activities. Setting out against the policy context outline above, this paper 

examines the government’s major policies and strategies to promote innovation, creativity and 

entrepreneurship. Specifically, this paper reviews the establishment of Innovation and 

Technology Bureau instrumentally promoting universities on KT, and the collaboration 

between Hong Kong and Shenzhen for the development of the Lok Ma Chau Loop. The final 

part of the paper critically reflects upon the performance measurement issues critical for the 

success when promoting entrepreneurialism. 

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Presentation 4 

Social Protection for the Informal Sector in Urban China 

 

 

 

Dr Jin Jiang 

Research Assistant Professor 

Division of Graduate Studies  

Lingnan University 

 

Dr Jin Jiang is Research Assistant Professor at Lingnan University. Her research 

interests include social stratification, sociology of education and social policy in 

Chinese societies. Her research on the development of higher education, educational 

inequality and educational policy has been published in leading academic journals such 

as American Sociological Review and Sociology of Education, and by academic presses 

such as Springer and Routledge. Dr Jiang’s current research projects focus on how 

structural and social changes shape educational opportunities and social inequality, and 

generate new challenges and social impacts on the Chinese and other Asian societies. 

She is also a research associate of Centre for Global Higher Education, funded by the 

Economic and Social Research Council and the Higher Education Funding Council of 

England and based at the UCL Institute of Education (UK). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM    

  

 

 

 

Dr Jiwei Qian 

Research Fellow 

East Asian Institute  

National University of Singapore 

 

Dr Jiwei Qian obtained his B.Sc. in computer science from Fudan University and M.Sc. 

in Development Economics from the School of Oriental Africa Studies, University of 

London. He got his Ph.D degree in Economics from the National University of 

Singapore. His research interests include health economics, political economy and 

development economics. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Vincent Zhuoyi Wen 

Research Assistant Professor 

Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies 

Lingnan University 

 

Dr Zhuoyi Wen obtained PhD in Sociology and Social Policy in 2014. Born in 

Guangzhou, China, he pursued his academic life at Sun Yat-sen University and City 

University of Hong Kong. With academic training in Political Science, Public Policy, 

and Sociology, his research interests focus on Policy Analysis, Social Policy in Hong 

Kong and China, State-society Relations and Social Citizenship. He is working on 

several projects including social protection for informal sector workers, social 

citizenship building, government purchase-of-services, and social trust and 

volunteerism. 
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ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM    

 

The Chinese government has recently expanded the scope of urban social insurance 

programmes. However, social protection for the labour force of urban informal sector, which 

reaches about half the number of urban workers, lags significantly behind. This under-coverage 

may be due to institutional constraints, particularly the household registration system (hukou), 

and self-selection behaviour related to the limited benefits of social insurance. Drawing on a 

recent nationwide individual-level survey and city-level statistics, this study examines these 

two explanations for the under-enrolment of social insurance programme. First, results suggest 

that hukou and the intergovernmental fiscal system are major institutional constraints. Second, 

self-selection behaviour in programme enrolment is verified. Employers in the informal sector 

are likely to opt out of social insurance. More importantly, employers in the informal sector 

with rural or non-local hukou are also likely to opt out of social insurance, which suggests that 

self-selection behaviour is constrained by institutions. Such findings have important 

implications for broad theoretical and policy debates on universal social protection.   
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Presentation 5 

Policy Enactment: The Analysis of Transnational Higher Education Regulation 

in China 

 

 

 

Dr Xiao Han 

Research Assistant Professor  

Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies 

Lingnan University 

 

Dr Xiao Han obtained her Ph.D degree in Education Policy from the Education 

University of Hong Kong. Her research interests include transnational higher education, 

higher education policy and inequality. Currently she is working on the correlation 

between international/ transnational learning experience and the graduates’ employment 

in the labor market, from the conceptual perspectives of employability and social/ 

cultural capital. 

 

Recognizing the financial support and political protection from the local governments, this 

paper concentrates on how central policy can be enacted at local levels. The first part discusses 

the increasing discretion granted to Chinese local governments due to the financial and 

administrative reforms. It then turns to examine the TNHE developing trends and its shaping 

factors through the theoretical lens, with special heed to the interpretation/ implementation of 

the national policies by the local governments. It concludes with the argument that, even to 

some extent, the subnational authorities could “cushion” the effects from the central 

government, the phenomenon of “cellularization” in the Chinese HE system does not exist in 

HE field, due to its hierarchical political system.  

 

 

  

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Presentation 6 

Meeting the ‘Best Interests' of the Child? Fairness, Inequality and Child Well-

being across Rich Economies 

 

 

 

Professor Stefan Kühner 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Sociology and Social Policy, 

Lingnan University 

 

Professor Stefan Kühner obtained his Ph.D. from the Department of Social Policy and 

Social Work, University of York, United Kingdom. He joined Lingnan University in 

August 2016. His research interest centres on comparative and global social policy and 

research methods. He teaches Statistics for Social Science, Social Justice and Risk, 

Society and Modernity. 

 

 

 

 

Professor Maggie Ka-wai Lau 

Research Associate Professor 

Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies 

Lingnan University 

 

Professor Maggie Ka-wai Lau obtained her PhD from the University of York, UK. She 

has extensive research and teaching experience in development and policy studies, 

poverty and social exclusion, children and youth well-being. Her publications have 

appeared in Social Indicators Research, Child Indicators Research, Children and Youth 

Services Review, Health Policy, International Journal of Behavioural Medicine, Drug 

and Alcohol Review, and Nicotine and Tobacco Research.  

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Drawing on data compiled for UNICEF’s Report Card 13 and the CPU’s SPPR funded project 

on ‘Trends and Implications of Poverty and Social Disadvantages in Hong Kong’ this 

presentation applies a Rawlsian perspective on social justice to analyse child well-being 

outcomes in rich EU/OECD economies plus the Hong Kong SAR. Comparisons of average 

child well-being outcomes fail to capture the distribution of outcomes, but focusing solely on 

inequality in child well-being can be problematic too because overall levels of child well-being 

also matter. Rawls’s classic argument offers a set of principles for a fair society, which might 

offer a way through these evaluation dilemmas. Specifically, he argued that some degree of 

inequality is permissible, but only if it is to the greatest benefit of the least-advantaged members 

of society and if inequalities arise from a position of equality of opportunity. This presentation 

evaluates child well-being outcomes on the basis of these principles. In so doing, it examines 

measures of (i) bottom-end inequality; (ii) the scale of disadvantage; (iii) the social gradient of 

disadvantage for three key dimensions of child well-being (income, health, and life 

satisfaction). Our research findings go beyond ranking countries from ‘best’ to ‘worst’ – instead 

we ask if it is possible to establish when and where these inequalities become inequities that 

go against the ‘best interests of the child’. 

 

  

ABSTRACTS OF SYMPOSIUM     
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Postgraduate Summer School Workshops 

 

Workshop 1:  

Cultural Political Economy as a Means of Studying Globalising Processes in 

and on Education Actors 

 

 

 

Professor Susan L. Robertson 

Professor of Sociology of Education 

Faculty of Education  

University of Cambridge 

 

Professor Susan L. Robertson’s research concerns the changing nature of education as 

a result of transformations in the wider global, regional and local economies and 

societies, and the changing scales on which ideas, power and politics is negotiated. She 

is particularly interested in how these dynamics challenge, and change, the nature and 

scope of education outcomes and the social justice implications of these for different 

social groups. Ongoing theoretical engagements include spatializing the sociology of 

education, critical cultural political economy of education and variegated regionalisms.  

 

Studying complex social processes, like the globalising of education, has tended to attract 

proponents or detractors of one set of disciplinary lens over another. The cultural 

institutionalists, for instance, have argued for a cultural reading of the circulation of education 

ideas in the form of scripts, and in so doing limit our understanding of how the political and 

the economy might also be central elements to be drawn into our explanations. Viewed from 

the other direction, the political economists have tended to play down the role of culture. In 

this presentation, I use the globalising of a common framework to view ‘the good teacher’ to 

show how an ontologically driven and methodologically innovative cultural political economy 

approach offers a great deal of explanatory weight to the ways in which meanings are made, 

power and brokered and new forms of economic exchange are created giving rise to a new kind 

of globally flexible teacher.  

 

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Workshop 2: 

A Comparative Critical Cultural Political Economy Approach to Global 

Citizenship Education 

 

 

 

Professor Roger Dale 

Professor of Education 

Graduate School of Education 

The University of Bristol 

 

Roger Dale is Professor of Education. His major interest lie in the EU and education 

policy, complementing and extending qualitatively his earlier work on the state and 

education policy. Together with Professor Susan Robertson, Professor Roger Dale co-

founded the journal Globalisation, Societies and Education. 

 

This paper will seek to address the politically and methodologically significant issue of to 

Global Citizenship Education (GCE), through a Comparative Critical Cultural Political 

Economy approach (CCCPE) approach. To the very important issues it raises. The topic of 

GCE seem to be enjoying considerable attention and interest in recent years, if the number of 

citations on Google Scholar is anything to go by. However, this presentation will seek to 

demonstrate that most existing approaches are both theoretically and methodologically lacking. 

Constructing a conception of  GCE involves both making untenable—and often 

ungrounded—theoretical assumptions, and ‘testing’ these assumptions by means of 

methodological approaches that are  quite inappropriate and unsound; the former involves the 

construction of a category  which is interpreted and filled in a range of different ways, while 

the latter adopts an essentially methodologically nationalist set of strategies. In place of these, 

the paper will advance an alternative approach to the issues which proponents of GCE seek to 

advance, drawing theoretically on CCCPE and methodologically on an ’incorporated 

comparison’ (McMichael) approach, where different instances are comparable because they 

are historically related and mutually conditioning; units are compared to each other and to the 

whole they comprise; and can be conducted across space and time. 

  

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Workshop 3: 

How to Detect Lying Social Statistics 

 

 

 

Dr Jin Jiang 

Research Assistant Professor 

Division of Graduate Studies  

Lingnan University 

 

Dr Jin Jiang is Research Assistant Professor at Lingnan University. Her research 

interests include social stratification, sociology of education and social policy in 

Chinese societies. Her research on the development of higher education, educational 

inequality and educational policy has been published in leading academic journals such 

as American Sociological Review and Sociology of Education, and by academic presses 

such as Springer and Routledge. Dr Jiang’s current research projects focus on how 

structural and social changes shape educational opportunities and social inequality, and 

generate new challenges and social impacts on the Chinese and other Asian societies. 

She is also a research associate of Centre for Global Higher Education, funded by the 

Economic and Social Research Council and the Higher Education Funding Council of 

England and based at the UCL Institute of Education (UK). 

 

The world is full of statistics everywhere. Whether we are reading a newspaper or a magazine, 

watching the news, it seems that we are constantly being exposed to statistics. However, 

statistics can be used either to inform or to mislead. This workshop is a nontechnical 

introduction to the basic tools for detecting lying social statistics, and the basic ideas of 

effectively presenting and properly interpreting the statistical results. By understanding how 

social statistics “tell lies”, students may be able to become a wise consumer of information, 

and make better judgments of the information that they come across. This workshop is 

combined with a min-lecture with group discussions. Students will engage in group discussion 

and in-class exercise. 

 

 

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Workshop 4: 

Selecting Appropriate Research Designs in Business Studies  

 

 

 

Professor Hon-Kwong Lui 

Professor and Head  

Department of Marketing and International Business 

Lingnan University 

 

Professor Hon-Kwong Lui received his Ph.D. in Economics from The University of 

Hong Kong and is now Professor and Head of the Department of Marketing and 

International Business in Lingnan University. He worked for a few years as marketing 

executive in retail industry and as Statistician in the civil service before joining the 

University. His consulting experience is mainly in the area of market research and 

analysis and his research interests include labour economics, applied marketing research, 

and Hong Kong economy. 

 

A research design is the set of methods and procedures to carry out scientific research to find 

answers to specific research problems. There are various ways of classifying research designs 

and very often different designs are combined in actual implementation. Broadly speaking there 

are three types of research design, namely: exploratory, descriptive and casual. Exploratory 

research is qualitative in nature and is typically employed at the beginning of developing a new 

research plan. It focuses on the discovery of innovative ideas and insights. Descriptive research 

is quantitative in nature which aims to collect quantitative data and to make statistical inference 

on a population. Causal research is also quantitative in nature which attempts to explain the 

cause and effect relationship between variables. This workshop takes a quick overview of all 

three types of research design and explains how they fit in a research plan. 

  

 

 

 

 

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Workshop 5: 

When and Why did the State Power Become Interested in Developing the 

Market Economy? - A Case Study of the Chinese Government in the Eleventh 

Century 

 

 

 

Professor William Guanglin Liu  

Professor  

Department of History  

Lingnan University 

 

Professor William Guanglin Liu obtained his B.A. and M.A. in history, Peking 

University and PhD in history in Harvard University. His research interests include the 

political economy of late imperial China, the pre-modern Chinese economic history, 

Chinese military history and neo-Confucianism and the market economy in historical 

perspective. 

 

The role of the state in the Chinese history has been always a controversial issue in the English 

literature. Despite remarkable developments occurred in late imperial China from the tenth 

century down to the eighteenth century the Chinese state is described either to cause a serious 

hindrance to progress or a weak government that had little impact on the economy and society. 

At the basis of a rich collection of economic data, this paper challenges the current wisdom by 

questioning a widely accepted assumption of the traditional Chinese state. The author argues 

for divergent paths in late imperial China’s state formation in relation to military mobilization 

and fiscal administration. Struggle over the means of war produced state structure that no one 

even planned to create. This process in return reinforced an interdependent relationship 

between the way of how the state mobilized for massive violence on the one hand and the fiscal 

capacity of the administration in controlling resources on the other hand. Such a state-centered 

perspective highlights the significant role of the state in shaping the relationship between the 

state and society, and helps to explain why the Chinese states differed so much in their attitudes 

towards the market economy. 

 

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Workshop 6: 

Mixing Methodologies in Comparative Research 

 

 

 

Professor Stefan Kühner 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Sociology and Social Policy 

Lingnan University 

 

Professor Stefan Kühner obtained his Ph.D. from the Department of Social Policy and 

Social Work, University of York, United Kingdom. He joined Lingnan University in 

August 2016. His research interest centres on comparative and global social policy and 

research methods. He teaches Statistics for Social Science, Social Justice and Risk, 

Society and Modernity. 

 

Advances in international data consolidation offer enticing opportunities to revisit contested 

theoretical and policy-related conclusions in comparative research. Building on a summary of 

the rationale for mixed methods research designs and different varieties of mixed methods, this 

presentation will explore the ways in which pooled time-series cross-section (TSCS) regression 

analysis for small and medium-N samples can sensibly be combined with comparative 

qualitative analysis (QCA) to identify typical and deviant cases for further in-depth historical 

case study analysis. The presentation will enable students to differentiate between varieties of 

mixed methods approaches and help them to appreciate why mixed methods research has 

increasingly been regarded as the ‘gold standard’ in comparative research. More particularly, 

students will be introduced to the strengths of pooled time-series cross-section (TSCS) 

regression and qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) and learn how these two research 

techniques can be combined to design a mixed methods comparative research project.  

 

 

 

ABSTRACTS OF WORKSHOPS    
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Students’ Learning Activities 

The students’ learning activities enable participants analyse the complexities of social issues 

and discuss how policy practices and innovation solutions cater to social needs.  

 

Task 1: Self-learning: Exploring Social Problems in Hong Kong through Literature 

(Afternoon session, 26 June 2017) 

Each student is required to write one piece of reflective journal (a maximum of 800 words) 

about their views on causes of social issues and strategies adopted by the government, non-

governmental organizations and private sector. The reflective journal enriches students’ 

understanding of key concerns to particular social issues (e.g. globalisation and youth and 

middle-age (un)employment, and ageing and quality of life) which facilitate students’ group 

presentations at a later stage. 

 

Video Clip and Readings 

RTHK (2011). The Rich’s Poor Adventure, Rich Mate Poor Mate II, available at: 

http://podcast.rthk.hk/podcast/item_epi.php?pid=324&lang=en-US&id=15687.  

Goodstadt, L.F. (2013). Introduction: Pain, panic and poverty. Poverty in the Midst of Affluence: 

How Hong Kong Mismanaged its Prosperity. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 

available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt46n375.4. 

The Commission on Poverty (2016). Hong Kong Poverty Situation Report 2015. Hong Kong: 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (Executive Summary and Chapter 2), available at: 

http://www.povertyrelief.gov.hk/pdf/poverty_report_2015_e.pdf.  

STUDENTS’ LEARNING ACTIVITIES    

http://podcast.rthk.hk/podcast/item_epi.php?pid=324&lang=en-US&id=15687
http://podcast.rthk.hk/podcast/item_epi.php?pid=324&lang=en-US&id=15687
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt46n375.4
http://www.povertyrelief.gov.hk/pdf/poverty_report_2015_e.pdf
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Task 2: Field visit: Science Park (Afternoon session, 27 June 2017)  

Green Trail is a walk-thru with 17 green building designs. Along the way, visitor can enjoy 

the tranquil landscape of the Park and at the same time, discover how technological 

innovations have emerged into modern architectural design and shape our way towards a 

greener future. 

 

Innovation for a brighter future: Healthy Ageing.  

 

Task 3: Self-learning: Exploring Social Problems in Hong Kong - Photos and/or Video 

(Afternoon session, 28 June 2017) 

Based upon previous literature review (Task 1), students are required to form a sub-group for 

students’ group presentation and identify social issues encountered by one social group and use 

photo and video taking to explore their situations. 

 

Task 4: Students’ Group Presentation Preparation (Afternoon session, 29 June 2017) 

 

Task 5: Students’ Group Presentation (Morning session, 30 June 2017) 

Each sub-group will give a 15-minute presentation and share their observations on social 

issues / social needs faced by one social group in Hong Kong. 

  

STUDENTS’ LEARNING ACTIVITIES    
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Site Visit 

Science Park - Innovation & Technology Ecosystem  

At the heart of Hong Kong Science and Technology 

Parks Corporation (HKSTP) is Science Park – a 

sprawling 22-hectare waterfront ecosystem that 

houses some of the world’s most advanced 

laboratories and R&D offices (330,000 m2), as well 

as a seamless network of support spaces.  

No matter your field of expertise or area of research 

– from robotics to renewable energy to 

pharmaceuticals – Science Park is the ideal and one 

of the most coveted location in the world for tech 

startups and companies.  

In addition to the world-class infrastructure that 

keeps you connected at all times and puts the power 

of the cloud at your fingertips, the Park also offers 

a full range of leisure and lifestyle facilities, 

including shops, restaurants and even a club house; 

making Science Park a community within itself.  

The Park currently comprises 21 state-of-the-art buildings. All our offices space, laboratories 

and MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions) venues are available for rental 

or on a project basis, and spaces can be tailored to meet your exact requirements.  

Conveniently located in Hong Kong, accessible within 15 minutes by car and 30 minutes by 

public bus from central business district. Science Park is also just 30 minutes away from the 

border, the manufacturing hub in Shenzhen. A multitude of transportation options are on offer, 

so you can enjoy the best of both world – a world-class facility for your work, and an 

international metropolis for you to explore.  

 

Source: https://www.hkstp.org/hkstp_web/en/facilities/science-park-innovation-technology-ecosystem/.   

  

SITE VISIT    

https://www.hkstp.org/hkstp_web/en/facilities/science-park-innovation-technology-ecosystem/
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About Lingnan University 

Selected by Forbes, Lingnan University is one of the top 10 liberal arts college in Asian, which 

is achieved through our deliberately small enrolment, broad-based curriculum, close staff-

student relationship, rich residential life and extra-curricular activities, active community 

service and multi-faceted workplace experience, strong alumni and community support, and 

global learning opportunities. 

 

Thriving since the University’s founding in Canton (Guangzhou) in 1888 as Christian College 

in China, the Lingnan spirit has served to bond all Lingnanians together, and continues to 

inspire our University today. The Lingnan spirit is marked by passion, loyalty, perseverance, 

openness to different ideas and cultures, and a readiness to serve. The Lingnan motto is 

“Education for Service” (作育英才，服務社會). 

 

Four Core Values of Lingnan University: 

1) A collegial community of learning and discovery for students and scholar-teachers 

Our University aims to build a community of learning and discovery with collegial students 

and scholar-teachers who respect each other, keep an open mind, embrace diversity, tolerate 

different views, uphold academic freedom and freedom of expression, and accept 

responsibility for their words and deeds. 

 

2) Whole-person cultivation and all-round development  

Our University makes the best effort to help its students achieve whole-person and all-

round growth. All students strive for: independent and critical thinking; creativity and 

innovation; excellent communication skills including a high level of literacy; social 

responsibility; personal virtue; cultural accomplishment and passion for lifelong learning. 

 

3) Community engagement and social responsibility 

Our University encourages its members to care for others, to be responsible for their own 

actions, to serve the local community and beyond, and to make a positive impact for the 

betterment of humanity. 

 

4) Lingnan spirit 

Thriving since the University’s founding in Canton (Guangzhou) in 1888 as Christian 

College in China, the Lingnan spirit has served to bond all Lingnanians together, and 

continues to inspire our University today. The Lingnan spirit is marked by passion, loyalty, 

perseverance, openness to different ideas and cultures, and a readiness to serve.  

LINGNAN UNIVERSITY    
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Accommodation & Facilities 

All participants are arranged to live on-campus and share room during the period of summer 

school at Lingnan. Please note the important notes for summer school participants living on 

campus in our website.   

  

Common Area in Hostel 

  

Vending Machine Laundry (Opening Time: 24 hours) 

 

 

Lingnan Library Lingnan House (Chinese Restaurant) 

LINGNAN UNIVERSITY    
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WiFi Service on Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Nearest Convenience Store 

Opening Time: 24 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINGNAN UNIVERSITY    

For all visitors: 

SSID:     Wi-Fi.HK via Lingnan University 

ID & Password:  not required 

Duration:   free to use for 2 hours per calendar day 

 

For Eduroam member: 

SSID:     eduroam 

ID & password:  your institution login ID  

     (e.g. abc@gse.pku.edu.cn)  

Duration:   unlimited 

 

Symposium and 

Workshops venue 

mailto:abc@gse.pku.edu.cn
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CAMPUS MAP    
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LOCATION MAP    
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Main Contact Information 

 

International Postgraduate Summer School 

General Enquiries:  (852) 2616 8720 

Website:  http://www.LN.edu.hk/dgs  

 

 

 

Lingnan University 

8 Castle Peak Road, Tuen Mun,  

New Territories, Hong Kong 

 

Lingnan Hotline (24 Hours):  (852) 2616 8000 

Security Enquiries:       (852) 2616 8705 

Website: http://www.LN.edu.hk 

 

 

 

Hong Kong Police Force 

Tuen Mun Police Station:   (852) 3661 1670 

Emergency Hotline:    999 

 

 

 

 

  

MAIN CONTACT INFORMATION    

http://www.ln.edu.hk/dgs
http://www.ln.edu.hk/
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International Postgraduate Summer School  

Enquiries: 

Email:  dgs@LN.edu.hk  

Telephone: (852) 2616 8720  

Website: http://www.LN.edu.hk/dgs/ipss2017/   

 

 

Division of Graduate Studies (DGS) | Lingnan University 

8 Castle Peak Road 

Tuen Mun, New Territories 

Hong Kong  

Website: http://www.LN.edu.hk/dgs   

 

mailto:dgs@LN.edu.hk
http://www.ln.edu.hk/dgs/ipss2017/
http://www.ln.edu.hk/dgs
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